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Prologue

“When valour preys on reasons, it cats the sword it
fights with."
William Shakespeare

"We're not only a powerful nation. We're alsoa
compassionate nation ... we cry for the orphan. We
care for the mom who is alone.”

George W Bush, in Alrica, July 2003

LOPPOSED the Iraqg War by writing and by joininga protest
march. [ now hope the occupiers will restore order, revive
the shattered cconomy of Irag and go home. Is that plausi-
ble?

We all hope lray will not be a protracted conflict. Our
newssenses are numbed when conflicts drag onand on That
is when we are resigned to ¢ Kpecting peace elforts 1o fail,
when deaths are reduced to statistics Thatwill be the height
of despair. In that sense, Iraq must not turn out to be another
Afghanistan, Iraq is not a failed State

The overriding priority is 1o let Iractis get on with their
lives. It outweighs all the recriminations—the debate on
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American lmperialism, hegemaony, hints of a clash of civilisa

tions, speculations on whether Saudi Arabia had been the
real target and the question of legitimacy triggered by the
near-solo effort by the United States to invade and occupy
Iraq. The intellectual debate will take its course

This is a paradox we have to.come Lo terms with—the
occupation of Iraq is illegal, but the reconstruction must sue
ceed

Aslor the U'S, and Britain, winning the peace in Iraq and
the hearts and mindsof lragis is far more complicated than
winning an election back home Firstly, Iraciis who prodded
the LS. to invade were mainly exiles, dissidents and separa
tists. Ahmad Chalabi of the Iraqi National Congress (INC)
left the country with his family in 1958 There was noway to
find out what local Iragis think, until aftey the war. Now, in
dications are that many of them arc opposing the occupa-
don. Secondly, quality of life has not improved. The Washing-
1oir Post (August 11, 2003) quoted one Tha'ara Amar, a shop-
keeperin the city of Amarah, as saying: “We have no fuel, no
water, no electricity for days Children are dying in hospi-
tals”

Thirdly, the occupiers wish they could present a kinder
and gentler form' ol authority as opposed to Saddam
Hussein's reign of terror, as they put it This benign authority
concept has quickly floundered in part because the occupiers
are trying to weed out Saddams sympathisers. The climina
tion process has the Americans roughing out the Iragis, sub-
jecting them to such humiliating actas bowing their heads to
the ground. This was the case during the Vietnam War when
“men were reduced to abject humiliation and powerlessness
in front ol their families,” wrote James 1. Larocca, who
served in Vietnam and is now a prolessor ol public policy.
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Such degradation has sparked retaliations in Iraq. There
is a mini rebellion. It creates a vicious cycle. On April 28,
2003, for example, LLS, soldiers shotat demonstrators in Fal-
lujah, killing 18 Iraqis and wounding 78. And lastly, the oc
cupicers must find or, rather, kill Saddam at all costs

The famous Robert Fisk of The hulepondent newspaper re-
ported on Aug. 6: "two lamilies, most of them children, 21 in
all, were blasted 1o pieces in the village of Ajwa when the
Americans bombed their homes on April 2 in the hope of
killing Saddam”

Then, on July 27, 2003, the American troopsapened fire
ata crowded street in the Mansour district, killing 11 includ
ing two children, their mother and crippled father Fear and
paranoia could have marphed into state terrorism-like acts

Such actions have radicalised segments of the popula
tions, Thus, by the time Uday, Qusay and his 14-ycar-old
son were killed, the local public opinion has shifted. An
email sent out by an American soldier serving in lrag sums up
the situation succinctly. “Somewhere down the line, we be-
came an occupation force in (Iraqi) eyes. We don't feel like
heroes any more” was the email written by Isaac Kindblade
of the 6715t Engineer Company and quoted by The Guardian
newspaper. Others now resent both Saddam Husscin and
Ceorge Bush.

Sull, it did not help when the unloved Americans and
Britons celebrated the gruesome deaths of Saddam Hussein’s
sons and grandchild. Tony Blair greeted their deaths as "great
news”. The New York Times called the killing of Uday and
Qusay “the most encouraging news out of Iraq in weeks.” To
The Washington Post, the deaths represented “a very serious
blow to the dichard resistance that has plagued the postwar
administration."

xi
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Uday and Qusay were rapped in a small villa Instead of
flushing them out, they were hitwithat Jeast seven anti-tank
missiles. A senior ULS, military officer said the Americans
had to act decisively as there could have been secret escape
routes from the villa, That can be refuted. If there were secret
winels and such Uday and Qusay would have fled. In 1989
Uday bludgeoned to death a servantata party givenin hon-
our of Hosni Mubarak's wife, prompting the Cgyptian presi-
dent to call him a psychopath, There were other unverified
horrific tales.

Was that the American justice that we saw of the barely
recognisable bodies of Uday and Qusay that had o be
"touched up”? Note the use of euphemisms. These constitute
attempts to decriminalise various ULS. actions

During the three-week invasion, the Americans, British
and Australians unleashed 30,000 air strikes killing thou-
sands of lragi civilians. Each bombing run cost $15,000
There are 300,000 coalition troops in the Middle Fast, half
the number saw action.

During the invasion, the Time magazine showed the pic-
wre of a US. marine proudly wearing his helmet with a skull
and a crossbow and "Kill 'em all” spelt outin dripping blood-
red letters. It is hardly the language of a compassionate lib-
erator when the instruction was: "If you sec an Iraqi in civil-
ian clothes coming towards you, even with a stick—shoot!”
Daily Mirror carried the views of Lance Carporal Steven Ge

rard on the American pilot whose not-so-triendly fire killed
his mate. Steven Gerrard said: “He had absolutely no regard
for human life. He was a cowboy, he had just gone out ona
folly.” Are the Americans as the paragon of democracy inca-
pable of terror? Are we to aceept that the Americans kill and
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orise purely in sell defence to advance the cause of free-
and democracy? The vuth is they commit their fair
of atrocities, those that will shape the impressionable
inds of the young Iraqis now seemingly enjoying the spec-
cle.

As a Muslim | don't wish the Americans more wrment
and violent death. There had been enough suffering. The
nericans are being killed too although the number seen as
imere statistics, arc negligible when compared to the 57,000
LLS. troops who dicd in the 1959- 1975 Vietnam War. But
things are not geting any better in Irag. On August 19,
003, the top LIN. envoy in Iraq, Sergio Vicira de Mello was
illed with 20 others when a massive truck bomb ripped
part the ULN. headquarters in Baghdad

George Bush retains considerable support for invading
Iraq but clearly the young Americans expecting to 20 home
soon after the war have been seized by Iright. Rather play-
fully, The Economist of August 16, 2003 had a cover story that
read “Show me the way 10 go home”. Now, Deputy Prime
Minister Datik Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi's remarks at the
time of the invasion that “this is a black mark in history” can
beseen in the fuller context.

Undeniably, the lraqi adventure was a culmination of
decades of LLS s efforts to influence events and decisions in
the Middle Fast. Now it has a picce of volatile Arab land
That effectively makes the U'S. a part of the Middle East, a
member of the Arab Club. Seats reserved for Iraq in Arab
League and OPEC meetings should technically and yes,
bizarrely he occupied by their American rulers.

i
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Not that the Arab leaders are splitting hairs over this
tragic loss of sovereignty: Fither they have been kept out of
the arguments, or they willfully opted out

Day by day, the Americans are dangerously liable to suc-
cumb to their own propaganda that the Iraqi resistance will
dissipate once Iraqis are convinced that Saddam and his two
wons have been eliminated. The Americans are wrong to sug-
gest that those shooting at their soldiers in Irag are saboteurs,
Baathist elements and remnants of Saddam Hussein's sup-
porters. The resistance is also intertwined with anti-Ameri-
canism, interwoven with humiliation and hopelessness. The
Iraqis regard the Americans as conquerors and they have in
history encountered invaders of all kind. According to Ah-
med S. Hashim, professor of strategic studies at the LS. Na-
val War College Newport, Rhode Island,' various resistance
aroups had "come out of the woodwork”. Saddam and Baath

hting the occupiers. There are others, nation-

loyalists are
alists, patriotic individuals and insurgent groups who "resent
the ULS. presence and are angered by the ULS. failure o re
store law, order and security and by ULS. methods of opera-

tion, which are seen as deliberately humiliating to the Iraqgis
and their honor. Paradoxically, lslamists liberated from dec-
ades of suppression are also haunting their American "libera-
tors”, On paper, the war in Iraq was still an extension to the
war on terror. Instead, post-Saddam Iraq may well be a
breeding ground for jibad

The Dardy Star Onlie, "Insurgencey is no monolith’ posted on fuly 28,
2003

2 e New Yorker of Sept. 16,2002, “The man behind bin Laden—How
an Lgyptian doctor hecame iy master of tersor “naced the roots and
causes of the lihad movement, albeit from a Western viewpaimt

X
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Saddam was not the nicest of characters; he brought
ch suffering 1o the population. But to assign all the hlame
the muddle in Iraq on Saddam will be a gross miscalcula-
n. As the occupicrs who invaded Irae without the backing
of the international community, the Americans cannot afford
o make such mistakes. Now, the international community
ould call on the Americans w bring Saddam to justice, not
to parade, and this is a prayer, his charred remains or some-
ing. To achieve peace by savage means is 1o breed (utare
onflicts and suicide bombers.

For the long-suffering lraqis to get on with their lives, the
Americans must succeed, If the Americans genuinely want to
bring freedom and democracy, that is. We can cheer their
Thasty retreat if it comes to that, but if that means plunging
Iraq into total anarchy, that is a dreadful wish. Opposing the
war, wishing Iraqis and the occupicrs well in the reconstriic-
~tion mission all represent higher values.,

Will the Americans deliver on the promise and go home?
We shall see. We can give them the benelit of the doubt
while making our feclings known and articulate our thoughts
forcefully. To be effective, the Arab and Muslim World must
be learned and sensible. The Araby media, | believe, should
now be preoccupied with substantive discussions —to
- calmly and intelligently tell the Americans where they had
- 8one wrong and to churn out ideas. Pile up the pressure.
~ Write 1o the American Press. Talk to their journalists, lohby

-groups and diplomats. Organise peaceful marches, Arabs

and Muslims must protest intelligently, The white man's bur-

den drivel is not dead because many whites still think they
- are superior and the others badly need their leadership. This
isa scourge we must fight sensibly.
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The upshotis that lraqs ecopomic success will be a liber-
ating force. This shall be an escape from the despair that has
tormented Arabs in the last 100 years. Ina way, itis pointless
to quibble over the real intentions of the occupiers They
pursue their interests unashamedly. They fit into a neat pat-
tern. The British had after World War | created Arab coun-
tries, which, in their words were "weak and pliable” They
called this “Arab Facade.” When the United States displaced
the British and to a certain extent the French as the dominant
player in the region, they just fit into the framework. Now
both are in Iraq, telling Iragis the day of their “liberation”,
that is the fall of Saddam Husscin's regime, April 9, shall be a
National holiday.’

While the Americans swiftly foisted upon lragis new
milestones 1o celebrate, the jury s still out on the central is-
sue of why was Iraq invaded. No straightforward answer has
been forthcoming. No Weapans of Mass Destruction
(WMD)
discovered. Neither was it a plausible follow-up to the war
on terror. In fact the lraqi invasion had complicated the war

the sole trigger-point for the invasion, have been

on terror.

By now rival senior politicians in U.S. and Britain have
been trading insults, and openly accusing George Bush and
Tony Blair of lying, at the very least of a poor judgment
Some Americans are blaming Blair for influencing them to go
to war. Arab intellectuals, British politicians and left-leaning
American and British journalists and writers have all tried to
get Bush and Blair not to go to war. Ceorge Galloway, a Brit-

Tamim Al-Barghout, a Palestinian poct living in Cairo, called the
decision “utterly stupid” in an article "America, like Napoleon, takes
colonialism to absurd lengthy’, for the Daily Star Online (1. ebanon)

X



WAR QU DECEPTION

Jjsh MP from Blair's Labour Party, had warned that lraq could
Blair's Sucz—the popular British PM, Anthony Eden lost
hisjob in the wake of the 1956 Suez Crisis

For the first time since coming into office i 1997, Blair
appearcd vulnerable and is scen by segments of his Labour
Party as a liability. Lord (Dennis) Healey, a former Labour
‘Chancellor and Defence Secretary during Harold Wilsons
d James Callaghan's administrations, has urged Blair to
step aside lor Chancellor Cordon Brown

Healey and others believe that Blair's undoing was the
undiminished zeal to please the Americans and to have his
place in history. Instead of earning plaudits, Blair has been
confronted with a major crisis sparked by the death of Dy
David Kelly

Kelly, who did manage to send an email to a journalist
friend to warn of “many dark actors playing games”, was said
1o be the source of a story by the BBCs Andrew Gilligan on
Downing Street “sexing up” the actual threat of Irag's WMD
Gilligan subsequently wrote in the Daily Mail that it was
B{Bir’s dircctor of communications Alastair Campbell who
had spiced up the allegations. Kelly was head of biological
inspectors of the LLN. mission, UNSCONI. Between 1991
and 1998, he went to Iraq 37 times. The episode was central
in the debate on the justifications for the invasion. | am
amazed that nobody actually asked if Alastair Campbell did
Mot put in the bit on Iraq being able to assemble dangerous
Weapons in 45 minutes, who, then was the calprity Was Dr
David Kelly a whistle blower

The liberal newspapers in Britain that would ordinarily
Dack a Labour Covernment have wirned on the heat on Blair
Buen the Fingcial Ties and The Economist (which supported

A
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the war) are suggesting that the Hutton Inquiry has hurt the
Blair Gov
Blairwas grilled at the Inquiry, Alastair Campbellannounced
his resignation, We are not convineed the culture of spin and

yent, Soon after his superior and friend Tony

the emphasis on presentation will change though.

It is unmistakable that public disquiet in America and
Iritain has been on the rise. The American troops are fretting
openly. They want to go home, A more fatal consequence is
a full-scale Iraqi rebellion. The Americans must be fore-
warned of the uprising fuclled by the carlier "liberation” of
Baghdad in 1917 by the troops ol British Lt.-Cieneral Stanley
Maude, Maude, too, received a warm reception as illustrated
in a dispatch by an “embedded” Guardian newspaper at that
time. Instead an uprising erupted. The British bhombed and
gassed the “miscreants”, killing 10,000 One Sheikh Dhari
who had in 1920 killed Colonel Gerard Leachman is a leg-
end Tor his “feat”. His descendants are now calling Iraqis to
unite to resist the "American occupiers”, An carlier American
intervention in the 1980s did not end on a happy note, illu-
minating another Arab character—they have a resistance
streak. American troops had arrived in Beirut 1o act as a bulf-
et between the militias. They bolted alter 241 marmes were
Killed when a suicide homber blew up their barracks in Octo-
her 1983.

These days only the American casualties matter. In Iraq,
as in Vietnam, Beirut, Gulf War 1 and clsewhere, American
Jives appear to have far greater value than the civilians who

perished in conflicts involving the Americans. Consciously,
the Now York Daily News published a letter from a reader, who
said: "For every Gl killed, 20 Traqis must be exeeuted

xviti
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Based on a survey by the Associated Press in June 2003,
3,240 civilians died in the three-week war. On a single
{ay of clashes alter war olficially ended, some 100 were
illed. Post-war Iraq has seen lawlessness reigned, pent-up
ments unleashed and thus more killing.

By being high-handed, the Americans will fuel more an-
which is not going (o be doused by more tough talk and
ats. "We must stay tough”, said a bellicose George Bush
ying to rally the troops from Africa. A United Nations
cekeeping force from Muslim countries is what lrag
seds. The Americans will pacity many angry Muslim souls
by allowing Muslim troops to patrol the streets. However,
lim nations will gencrally not want to commit as
cekeepers unless they o there under the U N banner.
this to happen, the ULS. will have o go 1 the UN. as
me Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad correctly

In the meantime, the more Paul Bremer acts imperial, the
ore harm he will bring to the American troops. When he
ived in May 2003, Bremer scrapped plans for a National
embly to choose an interim Government. He said the
gi opposition was too disorganised.

Such condescension stokes up the Iraqi resistance. Bre-
mer responded with a curt warning: “We are going to fight
“them and impose our will on them and we will capture or kill
them until we have imposed law and order in this country.”

wix
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Iraq has a strong middle class. The middle class will have
some influence over the rest. They need to be convinced
they have a say in the alfairs of their country. The doctors
and prolessionals interviewed by the BEC are none too
pleased with the goings-on. The American troops cannot
conceivably keep the peace by occupying palaces and im-
portant buildings in town, They will be a rallying point for
Iraqi resistance.

Th
bt the hostilities have derailed the intended reconstruction
For the Iraqi economy to rebound, oil must flow. Yet the oil-
fields are burning. The Americans must, however, show their
sincerity by inviting a broad mix of oil companies into lraq,
including Arab and Muslim il companies. A reluctance to
do so will deepen and confirm the suspicion that the US is
alter raqi oil. Iraq needs peace and new investiments

may not yet be a quagmire, truly a dreaded word,

Events have not proceeded according to the American
seript. They are caught in the WMD debate. The American
and British intelligence have been mocked. It seems that
American intelligence had been fed halk-truths and untruths
by Iraqi exiles and officials of the Iragi National Congress
hent on ousting Saddam Hussein, Intelligence, according to
James Woosley, a former CIA director, is all about filling in
the jigsaw puzzle, or guesswork. They should not invade a
country based on guesswork.

1f the rest of the world chose to be horrified at this web of
deception, it will be in vain. Tall tales about Iraq's quick-fire
ability to build WML in 45 minutes, " the uranium oxide sup-

This dramatic claim made it into a dossier presented by British
Coverpment in the run-up to the War.
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from Niger,” and the Jessica Lynch caper,” had been pre-
ded by rcal gems.

When both Gearge Bush and Tony Blair insisted that the
lence” ol weapons of mass destruction (WMD) or at the
least the evidence of “products” or a “programme” of
D7 wauld soon materialise, they were simply regurgitat-
Ronald Reagan’s lines. That was in 1981 when the Rea-
Administration cooked up a story about “Libyan hitmen
oaming the streets of Washington o assassinate Reagan, ™
e media frenzy ensued. Reagan, former actor, said then:
We have the evidence and (Muammar Gaddali) knows it
1986 the serial-lying machine spewed new tales. Gaddafi,
id The Wall Street Journal, was planning new terrorist attacks
on the US. and that the two countries were on a collision
rse. Hedrick Smith wrote in Power Game that the story was

ad dog of the Middle East” has since softened, especially:
that there has been agreement in the long-running bat-
over the 1988 hombing of a Pan-Am airliner over Locker-
, Scotland that cost 270 lives, Libya will pay a total ot $2.7
llion in compensation. To be in the good books of the ULS
Both Britam and the US wited this to suengthen their cise for war
The 19-vear ald Private was a mayor celebrity during the lraep War,

she was supposed w he captured by the Iragss butwas mirculously
rescucd. The BBC World reported on July 10 that LS. Army has
disapproved the dramatic tale, she was apparently injured ina road
accident and had heen rescued by Irai Medics. She is now prepared
to give her version of the story for § 1t million,

By July, sensing the wrrent of condemnations of the WAL Clains,
both LIS and Britain started to lower expectations. They spoke of
products and programme of WMD instead of WMD proper.

Noam Chomsky, Pirates and Euperors, Old and New Dotersational Tevroriom

i the Real World, South Eid Press, Cambridge, Mass, 2002

XN
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Libya must still prove that it has no intention of developin
weapons of mass destruction and 1o do more to show that j
has “abandoned terrorism’.

Saddam’s Iraq faced similar charges. Iraq never had an
nuclear weapon which meant George Bushs determinatio
to rid Saddam of the most lethal weapon” was all hot air. Th
propaganda machine’s choice of Niger as the bogus suppli
of uranium to Saddam Hussein's Irag, was in my mind delibi
erate. With the Lost Continent ina state of perpetual chao
who would have been bothered to check, seemed to be th

|

Indeed, the exploitation of Africa in the propaganda wa
makes the deception-strategy more depraved. The intensity

grand idea

of the war on terror has brought into sharper focus th
Amierican foreign policy elsewhere including in Ahrica \
know Alrica pretty well. Not too long before the currency
speculators devastated the Tiger economies of Asia in 1997
four African presidents told me that squeamish Westerner
were troubled by the sizeable Malaysian investments in thei
countries. It seemed that the West was content to let Afric
degenerate but others should not help either The Alricar
leaders warned me when [ called on them that Malaysian in
vestors were being watched and might be smeared. Chana
Jerry Rawlings was most animated when 1 spoke to him o
the grounds of the presidential palace in Accra The African
had warmed up to the Malaysian investors. We were seen u
be nicer by comparison to their colonial masters who contin
ued to exploit African resources. The African leaders said th

Y The BEC (July 10, 2003 quoted Gred Thiclman, recently retired
senior LS. intelligence officer, as saying that Iraq had no nuclear

weapor

XN
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Jest feared that Malaysians would teach Africans to be
ore disciplined.

Some vears had lapsed. Guincan President Tansana
nte is ill. He was indeed a chain-smoker. His Muslim na-
has since plunged into a civil war said to be fomented by
merican-cducated former Presidentof Liberia Charles Tay-
also indicted for war crimes by an international court in
ghbouring Sierra Leone. Financing the civil wars and
yhem had been the illegal diamond trade.

Throughout this war on terror reign (they all say it will
ke decades), the despairing Alricans were lelt to slaughter
ch other or to dic of AIDS. International peacekeepers
nt to a few troubled spots, and that was it. We saw on tele-
vision “rebels” or “Government troops” shooting insouciantly
atcrowds. The young famished. Towns ravaged
Then overnight, President George Bush got interested in
AIDS and the African despair. Lapplaud his condemnation of
he slave trade. had toured Gore Island that is now a tourist

e, lapplaud Bush's concern for the dying AIDS victims,

What troubled me was this terrible coincidence of Bush’s
African interest—was this yet another deception to please
Black vorers?

Bush should have gone to Mozambicue where all the Af-
rican leaders had assembled fora major regional meeting. He
could have met everyone including the presidents of Burkina
Faso and Mali who wrote to The New York Times about how the
rich countries’ subsidies Lo their cotton producers—$5 8 bil-
lion a production year—is strangling them. The annual
European Union subsidy for cach cow of $913 per annum, is
greater than the average income of a sub-Saharan Alrican at
$490 per annum. Tapan's subsidy is $2,700 per cow.

= a8 =

ERu]



[DAIN ZAINUDIDIN J

Interestingly, Bush's concern for Alrica’s interest starte
with the war on terror, Bush was persuaded to visit Alricy
partly to make sure the impoverished nations do not tury
into breeding ground for “terrarism”. At a broader level, the
war on terror has re-mnilul interests on the intricacies of
world affairs and politics.

The war on terror has presented the world hyper-power
with a rude awakening. They are not well liked around the
world as surveys have illustrated. As those who shape Ameri-

can forcign policy fine-tune their strategies, | think they are
unlikely to worry about public opinion, Some have argued
that while one million Algerians died to win Independence
from the French, decades later one million Algerians poured!
to the streets to greet visiting French President Jacques Chi-
rac. Perhaps Algeria would have fared better if it had not
been colonialised. 1tis understandable now for many Algeri-
ans to seek to migrate to France given the economic dispari-
ties between the two countries. Throughout the world, peo-
ple migrate to improve their lot. Migrant workers reportedly
remit home $66 billion a year. Some give a higher estimate
Colonisation and domination are no less evil if the colonised
are attracted o the lilestyle of their colonial masters

Will mankind be subject to more domination and subju-
gation? Indeed if the Cold War was the Third World War,
and clash of civilisations involving Islam is the Fourth World
War, then the Fifth World War shall revolve around Conlfu-
cius. China is set to become an economic power, Tony Blair
acknowledged as much in his July 2003 trip to China. Blair,
optimistically, mentioned a 10-year for China to overtake
the rest. | think it may take a bit longer given that China is a
huge country in various stages of development

Xxin
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r was also condescending, said an hndepondent colum-
the manner he addressed the university students, He
ted the clite students as if they are in primary school,

n history, culture and civilisation, Blair should have

better.

d have been written anytime in the past. Motives and
licts have not changed. A character in a new novel set in

‘were fighting hasmachi, bandits backed by Pakistani in-
ence and the CIA Today, the Americans say they are

ting terrorism. In many cases, they were the same peo-
o
le

John Fulleron, Atosti Place, Macmillan, Londan, 2003

ReT






Chapter 1

WEB OF LIES

“leannotiella e
George Washimgton

“The occasional exposure in the small print well after the facy
will not prevent the regular stream of lies frony setting the
terms of debate and leaving the appropriate impression
lirmly implemented

Nowpe Chowsleyt

THE CONVENTIONAL WISDONM is that the decision to
vade Iraq and topple Saddam Hussein was made long be-
re the LS. went 1o seck LN, legitimacy. Some traced it
back to 1992 when Paul Wolfowitz, after the Gulf War, co-
authored with Lewis Libby, another political appointee at
the Pentagon then, the Defence Planning Guidance. It envi-
sioned the ULS. as an unrivalled ultra-power, “acting inde-
pendently when collective action cannot be orchestrated
The Defence Planning Guidance was leaked to The New York
Times in March 1992 It was subsequently watered down, but
the spirit of this hyper-power idea seemed to have survived.
The blueprint, indicative of the thinking ol key officials of
the Bush Administration, had appeared in other forms.
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For instance, in September 2000 a think-tank headed by
Dick Cheney, Project for the New American € wttury, produced a
report "Rebuilding Americas Defenses”. It said: The United
States has for decades sought to play a more permanent role
in Gull regional security. While the unresolved conflict with
Iraq provides the immediate justification, the need forasub-
stantial American military presence in the Culf rranscends
the issue of the regime of Saddam Hussein” In 1998, Project
for the New American Cenliry wrote an angry letter to Bill Clin-
ton for not removing Saddam Hussein Naonetheless during
Cheney's tenure at Halliburton, the company. did $73 mil-
lion worth of businesses with Saddam i

1o the wider scheme of things, Nine-cleven provided the
justification to implement the thwarted mission. It wrapped
up America with a sense ol impunity and immunity. Two
days after Nine-cleven, Paul Woltowitz was already urging
President George Bush to execute what many of the hawks
had been longing for. Former NATO commander General
Wesley Clark said he received calls on September 11 from
“people around the White House urging him to link that as-
sault to Saddam Husscin.”

Seizing the moment, Ahmad Chalabis® Iraq National
Congress (INC) circulated a story on an lraqi terrorist train-
ing camp at Salman Pak, where terrorists were supposedly
Laught how to hijack acroplanes Some of the frant page “ex-
clusives” published by American dailies on weapons ol mass

The Washington hawks and neo-conservatives—Donald Rumsield
Paal Wollowitz, Lewis Libby (Cheneys Chiel af Stalf) are members
of Project for the New American Century formed in 1997

2 Noor ad-Deen, “The Real Maotives Tor Wap in lraq” lannlaie, Mar
23,2003

Y The Arabs taunt him as Al-Hakin (he thiel]

2
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destruction, a phrase created by Bushi aides, were acwially
written on the strength of information led by the INC. This
is a case of cither the American intelligence taaitly allowing
them to be misled or Ahmad Chalabi and company making a
mockery of the American and also by extension British intel-
ligence. Both countries were actively sharing information,
leading Tony Blair to declare that the threat from Iraq was
‘serious and current”, INC was funded by Pentagon, which,
in turn, was relying on tips supplied by INC. At Pentagon,
Paul Wolfowitz sct up an Office af Special Plans headed by
Abram Shulsky." Veteran journalist Seymour Hersh wrote a
sseries of brilliant articles on the American intelligence lor The
New Yorker in the lead up to the war At that time, there were
broad hints of the CIA being exasperated at the insistence of
the waradvocates for the intelligence services 1o corroborate
their claims on the danger posed by Saddam Hussein, We
can actually connect the dots. Testifying before the ULS.
Senate Intelligence Committee in July 2003, CIA director
George Tenet implicd that the Office of Special Plans re-
‘wrote some of the intelligence on Iraq before passing it (o
the office of National Seeurity Adviser Condoleeza Rice.

Poth Woliowitz and Shulsky receved their doctoratiss under political
philosapher Lea Strauss at the University ol Chicago in 1972 Strauss
has many adherents Others include William Krisol, editor of the
Weckly Statrdard and Stephen Cambone, Under-Secretary of
Defense tor linelligence €rines of Straussian sad they sulweribe o a
Plato iddea that philosophers need o tell noble les 1o the people at

laege and o powerful politicians, Read The Neae Yorker (May 12, 2003)
“Selective Intelligence—Donald Rumsteld has is own special
S0 Arcthey reliables

Jason Leapald, “Tenet: Wollowitz Did [y The Yellowcake e
Game” Comterpunch, Tuly 19, 2003
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Deputy National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley and
another White House official acknowledged in Tuly 2003
that there were two CIA memos dated October 5 and Octo
ber 6 (2002), one addressed to Hadley and the other to
speechwriter Michael Gerson. Both raised doubts about
claims that Iraq was seeking uranium in Niger

Despite the wishy-washy intelligence, war advocates on
both sides of the Atlantic wasted little ume in building a case
against Iraq. | think burcaucrats and advisers assigned to pile
up the arguments and facts knew precisely what was ex-
pected of them—to prove that Saddam Husscin posed an
imminent threat. That, he had developed the most lethal
weapon ever devised: An in-depth report by The Washington
Post on the issue (August 10, 2003) said: "The new informa-
tion indicates a pattern in which President Bush, Vice Presi-
dent Cheney and their subordinates—in public and behind
the scencs—made allegations depicting Iraq’s nuclear weap
ons program as More active, more certam and more immi-
nent in its threat than the data they had would support On
occasion administration advocates withheld evidence that
did not conform o their views. The White House seldom
corrected misstatements or acknowledged loss of conlidence
in information upon which it had previously relied.”

The attacks of September 11, 2001 had been disconcert-
ing to the hyper-power that virtually anyone holding a
grudge against the ULS. was a potential terrorist and hence
must not be left unpunished. Under the circumstances, no

agency dared to entertain differing views. No one wanted to

be accused of being unpatriotic. Politicians harbouring

doubts about the war were muted in their opposition for the
came reason. This was when war advocates mixed spin and

{actin their presentation
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Imagine the (renzy, and also the awkwardness. There

must have been no new condlusive intelligence; how could
th
reined in on Saddam IHussein?

be any when the ULS, and Britain had comprehensively

Donald Rumsfeld provided a confirmation of sorts on the
deception when he said after the war: “We did not invade be-
cause we had discovered dramatic new evidence of lrads pur-
suit of weapons of mass murder .. we saw no new evidence in
anew light through the prisny of our experience in Septem-
ber 11"

The deaths and suffering of Tragis as a result of the war
preclude us from branding the whole episode as comical. It
would have been as zany as the madness depicted in Fyelyn
Waughs novel Scoop (1938) about excitable British war cor
respondents fomenting war in a far-flung country by wildly
exaggerating the severity of a "political wrmoil as they jos
tled for news

A torrent of cuphemisms for lies and deceit (misuse of
intelligence” is an example) had been thrown in to sanitise
the deception: That may not be able 1o prevent some high-
profile resignations and casualtics on both sides of the Atan-
tic. I'sense that the half truths and deceptions over the past
two years will be dredged out

The world remembers that on October 7, 2002, Presi-
dent Bush hyped up the threat posed by Irac i a stunning
fashion He said: “lraq has trained al-Qaeda members in
bomb making and poisons and deadly gasses (which)
could allow the lraqi regime o attack America without leav
ing any finger prints.” lronically it was the ULS. and Britain
that were accusing Saddam of lics, deceptions and conceal-
ment. Ceorge Bush's presentation to the UN. General As-




AN ZAINUDDIN

sembly on September 12,2002 was called A Decade of Lies il
Deceit, At about the same time, the London think-tank, the
International Institute for Strategic Studies (11SS) produced a
78-page report that said the haql nuclear weapons "could fall
into the hands of terrorists.” Secretly, preliminary planning
O well before the ULS. said

for the war started in August 2002
it was prepared to enforce regime change by military means.

In the meantime, accusations against Saddanm were get
ting more acrobatic. Secretary of State Colin Powell told the
LN an February 5, 2003;

“Iraqy today harhours deadly terrorist network headed
Iy Abu Mussab al-Zargawi, acollaborator ol Osama
bir Laden and his al-Qacda lieutenants.” Zargawi did
visit Baghdad but to seek medical wreatment

February 2003 saw the unveiling of the British's dodgy
dossier, lifted from three articles on the Internet. By March 7,
2003 the alleged attempt by Irag to “seek” uranium oxide
from Niger for its nuclear programme had been debunked
The International Atomic Encray Agency ( 1AFA) said the
document was forged. The war advocates were unfazed
Nine days later, Vice President Dick Cheney told NBCs
Meet-the-Press on March 16, 2003 "We hduvc (Saddam)
" Cheney re-

has, in fact, reconstituted nuclear weapons
peated this astounding claim two days after the killing of
Uday and Qusay. “No such thing said Iraqi scientists inter-

viewed after the war.

O Pewer Slevinand Dana Priest, "Wallowitz Concedes Irag Errors!, The
Wanshinugton Post, July 14, 2003
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Iso in March 2003, Tony Blair told The lindependent news-
had tried “unsuccesstully for 12 years to
saddam to disarm peacelully”. This came four years alier
Security Council pancl concluded: “a bulk of lraq's
cribed weapons programmes has been eliminated.” Tony
carlier dossicr presented o the House of Commaons in
mber 2002 spoke of Irags atempt to import hardened
inum tubes for gas centriluges, used to enrich uranium
uclear weapons. A 1999 British report admited that it
uld take [rac five years o enrich uranium. Two years later,
Americans conlirmed this. In any case, lsrael had de-
ed Irag's Osirak nuclear reactorina 1981 air attack. ls-
however has something like 200 niuclear warheads as at
14 and has refused o sign any teaty reaulating the use of
ar weapons. On the contrary, between 1991 and 1998
United Nations Special Commission (LINSCOM ) iden-
d and destroyed very large quantities of chemical weap-

and ballistic missiles in g Until the LLS. and Britain
prehensively explain all the paradoxes and ambiguitics,
ispicions will deepen. The old trick of branding “dissent-

) those who dare to question the ways of the superpower,

8 “rogues”, "prickly”, “discredited” or “conspiracy theorists”
not work this time

Indeed, months had lapsed after the fall of Saddam; a

00-strong team combing lraq o scarch for dangerous

apons has yielded nothing. It has heen suggested that

dam could have destroyed the weapons. This was exactly

hat the international community wanted him to do to avert

sion. He should be congratulated, not ousted.

Before the war, we were told about those 650km-range
: lissiles that could it Isracl and British troops stationed in
Cyprus. The “awesome” arsenal of Iraqincluded 25,000 litres
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of anthrax, 500 tonnes of Sarin, mustard gas and VV nerve
agent. This was the American president in his State of the

Union address. Blair had two days before war began, told the

House of Commaons lrag had far reaching plans to weapon-
ise VX

Were Bush and Blair merely walking up the threat or this
was a premeditated design? Bush sard Trae had 30,000 muni

tions capable of delivering chemical weapons plus several

weapons laboratories and an active nuclear weapons devel-
opment programme. The tuth s the LN inspectors had
not found any nuclear, chemical or biological weapons in
Iraq since at least 1994, This was well known in the intelli-
gence circles. Those poisonous gases produced using the
Traqi method must be used fast, within one to cight weeks
Curiously, Paul Woltowitz wld Vinity Fair the focus on
Traq’s WM was done on “burcaucratic reasons - becaise it

was the one reason everyone could agree upon " He has been

changing his mind. He later said the imelligence on WMID

"is murky”

None of the lawks or neo-conservatives have owned up
(o the fallacies. This is a strategic move: Rumsfeld appeared
1o have dramatically cut down on his public comments. Oth-
ers including Cheney have been dishing out excuses and glib
talk. It came as no surprise o me that the right-wingers had
Jeapt to the defence of the Bush Administration. William
Kristol, editor of The Wedkly Standard, wrote in The Washington
Post that the Niger blunder was “probably a mistake, (but)
didn't change anything.”

In fact, retired diplomat Joseph Wilson who exposed the!
Niger ruse having been assigned by Washington to check on
the veracity of Irags plan to seek wranium supplies, was
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nded. He told NBC News on July 21, 2003 that the
hite House deliberately leaked his wile’s identity as a cov-
1A operative. We now wonder the extent of such covert
\ operatives. Now that the failure of American intelli-
ce is a major issue, perhaps more such operatives will be
ed up, including those in the very organisations being
d upon. This, according to retired senior intelligence of-
rs who wrote to The Economist in July 2003, was a crucial
in the intelligence network.

The failure of intelligence has dire consequences as
ine-cleven signilicd: [n lraq, the issue was not the failure of
fligence, but the use and embellishment of suspect intel-
ce. The fact of the matter is the accusers of Saddam had
rated the urgency of it, talked up suspicions and pre-
possibility as a fact.

John Kerry, a Demacrat presidential hopeful who actu-
ved in Vietnam said if Bush had lied “he had lied 1o me

s has not prevented Bush from declaring on July 14,
‘that Saddam Hussein ‘absolutely’ had Weapons pro-
ies, Bush said: "And we gave hima chance to let the in-
in, but he would not let them in”

on his part, is peddling the moral reason, saying
en if the WMD would not be found “a menace had
feated " He told the ULS, Congress in July 2003. “If
rong (about WMD), we will have destroved a threat
Ethe very least i responsible for inhuman carnage and
- That is something | am confident history will for-
0 the same day, Bush said "As long as | hold this of-
ill never risk the lives of American citizens by assum-

= goodwill of dangerous enemies.” Such coordinated
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response by Washington and London has been a constant
feature since the war on terror started. Both offices are con-
scious of presentation. The presentation turned out to be
suspiciously flawed and misleading.

Bush, playing the role of the courageous commander-in-
chiel used to think, miraculously, that evidence can be
found linking Saddam to al-Qacda. Bush has since tampered
his self-assuredness when hesaid: “But its going to take time
1o gather the evidenee and amalyse the mounds - the miles
of documents we have uncovered " lay Bookman, who is the
deputy editorial page editor of the Atlanti Jotrmal-Constitition,
said the official story on lraq “has never made sense”

I just hope that the “evidence” to be presented is acal
weapons that kill, not programmes and plans to acquire such
weapons—dreaming of owning something is not a crime
Certainly no justification for a full-scale invasion and occu-

pation

10




Chapter2

U.S. LOST THE
ARGUMENT

YAl auth passes through tviee stages Fist, s ridiculed
Second, 1t isviolently opposed Thind itis secepred i being
sell-evident

Athie Sthotenliner

Y international commentatars were undeniably am-
lent about the Saddam Husseins regime—who should

mstances, such things are best lelt o voters Elections

nducted by Saddam, however, had cerily produced near-
nimous outcomes to serve as a reliable guide, a gauge of

ings and a means of change

Then again the qualities of Saddam’s Government were

er really the issue: Marality, the popularity and compe-

Wars are messy, never clean and precise. The worry now
how much mare suffering and despair will Iraqis have o
rave before normaley is restored. Basic decisions about the
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lives of Iraqis are out of their hands. This regime change ha
been forced upon Iragis. The much-vaunted democratic ided
als espoused by the LLS. and Britain have been betraved by,
such appalling lapses as the manner justice is being meted;
out on the ‘unlawtul combatants” being held in Guantdnamef
Bay, Cuba. On this fundamental issue, the British oppose
the cryptic trials by military tribunals that the LS. wanted;
The US. has since made limited concessions

While the reasons to go to war in lraq have been pretuy
much ambiguous, the arguments put forward by the critics of
LLS. and Britain have been unfailingly credible.

One, Saddam was previously accommaodated and as-
5. and Britain.
~has an undis

sisted by the twin occupiers of Iraq, the UL
Second, as the world sole superpower, the U
auised vested interest in the Middle Fast. Tt guzzles lots of oil
and the region produces lots of oil. Third, the LS is g
apologetically the chiel backer of an Israel smacked in a sea
of Arabs. Does America care greatly what the rest of ll\c:
world thinks of i

1 have my doubts

Because, the might of the super power drives many play-
ers 1o, in the end, cosy up to the Americans, That does not
mean the rest of the world warmly accepts the American he-
gemony, letalone to allow a few strong-willed advisers reor-
der the warld. Already there are inconsistencies about the
conduct of the Americans and the Britons even as they strad-
dle the world telling others how to hehave

The British Scott Enquiry into the arms-to-Irag affair re:
vealed that the British Government sceretly supplied Sad
dam with “more weapons-related equipment even after he
shelled the Kurdish town of Halabja in March 1988 with g
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killing an estimated 5,000 civilians and maiming
inds more.”'

LLS. chipped in with vital intelligence, military ad-
d according to declassiticd documents, Washington
orised the sale of poisonous chemical and biological
such as anthrax o Baghdad. In 1983, Donald
Id who is the present-day LS. Defense Secretary,
aveled to Baghdad as a special presidential envoy to
addam. His mission was to normalise Washington-
d ties “at a time when lrag was using chemical weap-

2

analmost daily basis"*

addam’s fortune changed after his monumental error of
ent in dispatching his forces to Kuwait in 1990, al-
h curiously the American Ambassador left Baghdad a
before the invasion. Innocent Iraqis paid a heavy price.
ppling sanctions claimed the lives of 1.7 million Iracis
n paper, Irag should be rich s blessed with the second
toil reserves in the world, but the sanctions robbed the
try of some $150 billion in forfeited ol revenues. Not
y Saddam's military was crushed, America and Britain
iged around, hounding him. Saddam’s tormentors created
No Fly Zones that meant the remaining 200 or so lraqi
ilitary planes could not go out there without the risk of be

Id be overwhelmed in a flash in the event of a war. To
Make sure the Irai air force would not show up in the actual
”%Dwdown”, between June 2002 and the start of the inva-
-

Richard Narton- Taylor Dot Trst Bushor Blaon I Th
Guuredian, Auge 21,2002

Michael Dabbs, 1L S Had a Key Role in Traq Budd-up’, The
Washigton Post, Dec. 20, 2002
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sionon March 19, 2003, the US. flew 21,736 sorties over
Southern Irac. 371 targets were attacked. This was the mili-
tary doctrine preferred by Rumsield; o impair the enemy’s
ability to fight. Hence, nine months before warcommenced,
five months before Resolution 1441 was passed, ULS planes;
were systematically destroying remnants o the Iragi air de-

fences and communications grids in preparatons for a land
war. | remember Saddam’s regime catalogumg the air strikes

then, but the world was no longer listening

The sneering world started looking at Irag with a mixture
of fear and irritation alter the tragic occupation of 1\'[1\\'-1][,;
The UN. dispatched a US -led military force to liberate
Kuwait, This was achieved swiftly. But the UN. mandate did
not cover the auster of the Saddam regime, so the troops
went home. Saddam picked up the picces. raq’s restless Shia®
majority launched an uprising in Basra in the South but mi-
nus the LS. -led military might, Saddam crushed them The
Kurds in the North had the LLN. protection in the form ol a
No Fly Zone. The composition ol Iraq had always been
combustible—20 percent Sunnah, 20 percent Kurds and a0
per cent Shias

Saddam rose to power in 1979, That year, there was a
revolution in neighbouring lran. An Islamic Republic had re:
placed a monarchy. The Avatollah who became supremé
leader of Tran, had for 14 years previously lived in exileinithe
Iracys Shia town of Najal, In 1978, Baghdad asked Avatollah
Khomeini (o leave at the behest of the Shahvof fran. In 1950
Saddam attacked Iran. Ten years later after a war of attritior
with Iran, Saddam invaded a smaller but richer neighbou

3 . g
Tl Shins are also referted v as Shitesand the Sunnaly Muslims as

Sunni’
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Kuwait, ostensibly, tor Kuwan's relusal wo foot partof the bill
to wage waron lran,

There was never a country called Trae until 1920, This
as the root-cause of all the travails of Iracg. The Ottoman
Empire was breaking up. The British and French agreed to
carve out remnants of the Empire into their protectorates.
Baghdad and two other Ottoman provinces, Basra and Mo-
“sul were assigned to the British. The then Colonial Secretary
inston Churchill decided to put together a country by
‘merging the three provinees, Churchill served briefly as Co-
lonial Secretary when he did not have a goud grasp on the
Arab World. He relied on TE. Lawrence, the British military
officer who fought alongside the Arabs during the Arab Re-
volt.

In 19211, the British gave lrag a King. Feisal was the son of
Sherif Hussein of Mecea and a confidante of Lawrence
caders of the Arab Revolt were not bent on removing the
urks, said many historical accounts, neither were they ex-
ted about the British. There were however promises and
‘opportunities; so they fought After the war, the British sent
Fmsa] to be King of Syria, another new country. But the
anch had been pmmlsul Sym 5o they brought down the

e Zionists planning a country next dunr In the meantime,
the British ruled Iraq through its mandate. The mandate
nded in 1932, The Iraqi Government carried out a massacre
of the Nestorian Christians who had been closely associated
ith the Mandate Government. Some Western historians
had since argued that despite creating new Arab States uni-
laterally and at such speed, Churchill had been vindicated

s
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These historians point to the "success” o Jordan as a State
even though it was created to pacily Abdullah

| say the British bore responsibility for the fragility and
rancorous ethnic relations that had dogged traq. Inc
the new States, the British ignored the feelings and p
ences of local Arabs. The Arabs were bullied into co-existing
with others.

Arabs are diverse. Fric Rouleau, a former French ambas
sador to Tunisia and Tarkey observed: “Ona personal level,
an Fgyptian Muslim would feel closer toa Christian Copt
1 ol Saudi Arabia or Morocco. Palesunian

than, say, a cit
refugees were notintegrated in ‘brotherly countries’ not only
because they were perceived as aliens, but also because they
would not and could not assimilate with people harbouring
them.” Yet after the breakup of the Ouoman Empire, the
West neglected the Kurds who didn't geta country To this
day, they still habour hopes of independence.

Iraq was such a haphazard creation. But, really, it was the
LN sanctions in the wake of the liberation of Kuwait that
tharoughly crippled and stifled lraq.

The sinister crumbling of Iraq as a result of the sanctions
took place during the Clinton Administration. Clinton re-
sisted calls including from key members of the present Bush’s
Republican Government to foree out Saddam Hussein. The
Bush  Administration  brought together a number ol
likeminded neo-conservatives, many of whom staunch back-
ers of the Likud Party of lsracl. Some of the neo-conserva
tives happened to be stridently anti-Sovict during the Cold
War. The end of the Cold War compelled these strategists
and intellectuals to look for a new cause Many turned to the
Middle East.



WARQT DECTIMTION

Itis in part for this reason that we detect a clear shift in
focal point after the Cold War. Throughout 19805, (he
ntral America supplicd much of the world headlines
hen, in a flash, the likes of Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Pan-
ceased (o be troubled spots. As if someone had bran
ed the magic wand. In the Middle Fast, America’s dual-
tainment policy that was applied to lran and lraq was
odified. Iraq became an immediate priority. Libya's “indis-
tions” retreated to the footnotes
- Enter Paul Wollowitz whe used to feature in the Pacilic
dialogue hosted jointly by Malaysian think-tanks in the
1990s and who had served in various capacities in Washing-
During the Clinton Administration, Wolfowitz was
iong those urging the White House to topple Saddam.
After Ninc-eleven, Wolfowitz renewed his call ata meet-
of the President George Bush’s inner circle, While the
idea quickly caught on, the Bush Administration vacillated
dly on how to justify the action
Judging by the incoherent arguments they had put for-
ward since, massaging public opinion at the international
evel did not seem to matter terribly to the war planners
It seems to me that they saw in Nine-cleven a long-
ed impetus, an excuse even, that could conceivably le-
timise mulitary actions that would otherwise be divisive.
e scorned hyper-power is entitled (o retaliate indiserimi-
tely, so seemed to he the thinking. As President Bush said
a prime time news conference in March 2003: "When it
mes (o our security, we really don't need anybody's permis-
on."
The groundwork for invasion started much carlier. We
€an trace it back to Bush’s State of the Union address on
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January 29, 2002, when he explicitly hroadened the waron
terror intent to also “prevent the terrorists and regimes that
ek chemical, biological, or nuclear weapons from threaten-
ing the United States and the world." This was the Axis ol
Fvil speech; it became palpable at this junciure that Irag
would be next after Afghanistan.

The al-Qaeda link was however proving hard to rein-
force. The Bush Administration began by accusing Saddam
of harbouring remnants of al-Qaeda in the wake of the Af-
ghan War. This was a reference to Ansar al-Islam group that
did receive some mentions during the actal lrag War
Among them, 150 battle-weary Arabs teeing Afghanistan;
the Kurds who controlled Northern Irag arrested 15 to 200l
these fighters. Much to their dismay, U S, olficials were not
interested to talk to them

Also dropped precipitously was a phony clam that
Eayptian Mohammad Aua, a auspected ringleader in the
World Trade Center attacks, had met with an lraqi spy in
Praguein April 2001, Paul Wollawitz tried hard to frame evi-
dence. CIA too failed to connect. When Wollowitz persist-
ed, the then Czech Republic President Vaclav Havel report-
edly had to telephone President Bush for the claim to he
dropped. No such meeting ever ook place.

Alteralull, Donald Rumsfeld! and National Security Ad-
viser Condoleeza Rice” revived the link in September 2002
They were possibly unnerved by the kind of reports being
published by The Washiugtor Post then. The newspaper said:
“the CIA has yet to find convincing evidence despite hav-

Rumsield sceks wo conneet ragqwithal Qaeda’, Fintial Tins, Sept
26,2002

Rice: Traq Shelters, Arms al Qaeda’, Assoctutal Press. Sept. 25 2002

I
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g combed its files and redoubled its efforts o collect and
&ze information related o lrag ™

CIA was not convinced there was such a link This Jed
isteld and Wollowitz to set up the alternative intelli-
ce-gathering unit, in part, 1o show a link between Sad-
s regime and al-Qaeda. Dick Cheney, on his part, made
iple trips to CIA to meet with lraq analysts,”

Former National Security Adviser Brent Scowceroft of-
d some wisdom amidst the hysteria-like reactions. “Sup-
e there had been no Nine-eleven attack. Saddam Hussein
dd still be doing exactly what he is doing, He is not a
blem for us because of terrorism .

Throughout year 2002, we were warned Saddam could
ass the deadly weapons to terrorist groups, al-Qacda in-
ded. Iraq’s Tarin Aziz protested: “The whole world knows
e are ideologically different.” Indeed Iraq and al. Qaeda are
tural enemies. According to Daniel Benjamin, who co-
authored The Age of Sucied Tarror, “a central tenet of al-Qaeda’
adis ideology is that secular Muslim rulers and their re-
es have oppressed the believers and plunged Islam into a
toric crisis. ™ Untazed, Rumsield promised that the Bush
Administration had “bulletproof evidence” of al-Qaceda-Irag
link, and Powell made a similar case to the LN, A year later,

e two highest-ranking al-Qacda operatives in custody—
halid Shekih Mohamd and Abu Zubaydah, told investiga-

ors that Osama shunned cooperation with Saddam Hussein

LS Not Claming i Link o Terear” The Washmgton Post Sept
10, 2002

The Warshwgon Post; lune 5, 2003
Daniel Bengamin, “Sadiam Husscin and al-Qaeda Are Not Allies”,
New Yark Toee: Sept 30, 2002
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Danicl Benjamin who has always doubted that Saddam
would ever pass weapons of mass destruction “to terrotists
who might use it against you” again argued in The New York
Tines on July 21, 2003 that the sceularisis of Baathist Iraq and
al-Qaeda "simply do not trust cach other”

The truth was while Iraq did throw Palestine into the
cquation during the 1991 Culf War, it had carher thrown out
Palestinian lighters

zed

Baghdad had in 1978 closed the Al Fatah olfices, se
arms on transit and evicted the likes of George Habash's
Popular Front for the Liberation ol Palestine and Abu Nidal's
Fatah Revolutionary Council.”

Abu Nidal was indeed found dead in Baghdad in August
2002, But according o ULS. State Department report Abu
Nidal had long retired. The report said Abu Nidal “had not
attacked Western targets since the late 19805

By July-August 2003 as the WMD fiasco exploded an
both sides of the Atlantic, scrutiny has also wrned to falsc al-
legations linking Saddam’s Iraq to al-Qaeda, Inan August
2003 speech highly critical of the war, former Vice President

Al Gore said: “Erormous numbers of Americans thus came to
believe that Saddam Hussein was involved in the September

11 attacks and was actively supporting al-Qacda”

Many had expected pressure to mount on the likes of
Wolfowitz and Rumsleld, but the scrutiny has hardly trou-
bled them. During a spell, Wollowitz was the pointman, ap-
pearing on television interviews to justify the invasion Yet
the more visible he was, the more flaws in his arguments

9 Count de Marenches and David A Andelmen, The Fourlh World War
Diplonitcy it Espionaue in the Ageof Tororism, William Morrow, New

Yok, 1992




WAROF DECERTION

were detected. He said one thing in the Vinity Fair interview
inMay 2003, the transcript of which was released by Penta-
on. Then, iced-cool, he will appear on NBC Meet-the-
ress programme to try and improve his spin. By accentuat-
this pattern, [ am not suggesting that Wolfowitz is being
epared as Bush Administration’s fall guy if things go from

ad to worse. He is the leading intellectual in the Admini-
stration with impeccable credentials, and the most influen-
tial No. 2 ina long while. Still if the ratings slide further, and
ctions inch closer, and an important personality has to be
crificed, there is no better candidate than the one identi-
fied closely with the lraqi invasion, The controversy engull
ing Tony Blair over the death of Government scientist Dy

David Kelly provided respite 1o Wollowitz, Cheney and
Rumsteld. Then again Bush may promote Wolfowitz.
Earlier, such conundrum was furthest from the mind of
Bush’s specchwriters when they decided o re-insert the al-
leged Iraq-al-Qaeda links into anather of President Bush’s
State of the Union address, on January 28, 2003, This was
the same speech that controversially included Saddam’s al-
leged attempt to get uranium from Africa. Later in a July
2003 African visit, Bush said he had read it hecause the con.
tents had been cleared by the CIA.

Continuing the pattern of synchronised spin' between
London and Washington, on the same day (January 28,
2003) Tony Blair told the House o Commons there was
such a link but he could not exactly say how they were an
item. This was a day atter the two LN WeAPONs INSpectors,
reported that there had been no evidence that Iraq had re-

Some Brivish politicians believe the word Spinin el is @ spin

They say the properwond for “spin' is “oanipulation”
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vived its nuclear weapons despite new information provided
by Washington and Londan.

By then the WMD claims had been amplified; curiously
we were routinely advised to be pessimistic about the work
of the UN. inspectors. Tony Blair wrate on Dec cmber 10,
2002: “The weapons inspectors are at work Because of Sad
dam Hussein's record of lies, concealment ., one must be
skeptical that he will willingly give up his weapons of mass
destruction.”

That the West was determined to invade Irag was a badly
kept secret. | aughably, however, the mostincriminating evi-
dence unearthed by January 2003 had been the discovery of
“11 empty, 22-mm warheads designed to carry chemical
weapons'. In case everyone recovered their senses and saw
through the propaganda machine, we were warned against
(rusting the Tragis who have been manufacturing a “pro-
aramme of lies and deception”

The US. and Britain kept telling the world "time is run
ning out lor Iraq". Paradoxically, they also burnished the
contention that Baghdad was not going to give full coopera-
tion. They insisted that the onus was on Iraq to tell the world
what had happened to the 30 000 chemical weapons it alleg-
edly used to have. n response, lraq aquoted Bill Clinton who
had since told the Labour Party Conlerence that the weap-
ons inspectors destroyed more weapons in Iraqii possession
than the Gulf War ever did. Long before Mohamed E
Baradei became a world celebrity, the head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Encrgy Agency had vouched that Baghdad's

nuclear programmes had been neutralised when weapons in-

spectors left in 1998

ra
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Strategic Interests

LS. did twirn to the UN,, lured by the attractive bonus
inning the international body's backing to wage war on
It secured LLN. Security Councils approval for Resalu-
1441 on November 8, 2002 after two months of nego-
ons.

ite all the rhetoric on borderless world spun the last two
des. Russian oil companies had been particularly anx:
France had been doing business in Iraq for decades. In

the deal with Russia’s Lukoil in the development of its
est Qurna oil ficld." The Qurna deal signed in 1997
s a $20 billion contract. "Such a deal could evaporate
ing with the Saddam regime, along with the Russian giant
bezneft, which was granted a potential $90 billion con-
on to develop the bin Umar oil field,” The Observer said.

in the form of nagging criticisms of its human rights
in the Xinjiang region.

Mashington has alveady made a downpayment by list-
Eastern Turkestan lslamic Movement as a terrorist or-

23



DAIM ZAINLDDIN

ganisation,”" wrote Gittings, before the vote. Fast Turkestan
was the name of twa short-lived independent Uighur repub-
lics, established in 1933 and 1944, Like many other Govern.
ments facing Muslim independent movements, China tried
to link the Uighurs with al-Qaeda. The war on terrorism be-
came an instant mockery

What Resolution 1441 had sought to achieve?
This hinges on whom vou talked to. Beauilingly, John Ne-
groponte, the LS. Ambassador o the LEN, said atier the
two LENL weapons inspector chiels briefed the LN Secus
rity Council on January 27, 2003, thatall the Resolution had;
sought to achieve were:

o Whether Iraq will submit accurate reports on WMD!
o Whether it would cooperate unconditionally.

The LLS., ominously, seemed indifferent o the question
of WMD), the Americans were hinting broadly that the LN,
could not disarm Iraq anyway. The ambiguities have after the
official war in Iraq ended, returned to haunt both Washing-
ton and London:

“Whete is the threat?” Yahya Mahmassani, Arab |eague
Representative to LN, had asked in an interview with thes
BBC then, This is “double standards”, he bellowed.

Double standards because America had cither vetoed ur]
abstained in Security Council Resolutions on Israel on 100
many occasions. The Jewish State gets $3 billion in nnnual‘i
WS, aid even as most Palestinians live in poverty. The

2l Gittings, “Fhidden Dangers”, The Grasbiar, Oct 25,2002
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i3
ord”!

ington A prevents the ULS, Government from
ing aid to countries that develop nuclear weapons out-
¢ international control and agreement”. In 1994, fujes
ice Review, the world authority on the arms industry,
ned that Isracl has 200 nuclear warheads, making it
vorlds sixth largest nuclear power. When the BBC ex-
d this in July 2003, the Britsh public broadcaster was
ded "anti-Semitic”,

triguingly despite the ULS s purported fears for Irag's
itemerged inthe run-up to Irag War, ' the “Pentagon
eloping a new generation of weapons that undermine
d possibly violate international treaties on biological and
vical warfare”. The Guardian revealed that in the pipeline
big plans—"non-lethal” weapons similar to the narcotic
used by Russian forces to tragically end a recent hostage
aata Moscow theatre, included.

Since the LLS. embarked on the campaign against Iraq,
instances of double standards had surlaced; the latest
cerned North Korea's nuclear power. Henry Kissinger
samong those who believed North Korea posed a bigger
at to the ULS. than Saddam Hussein: America might be
luenced by the spectre of body bags in using the soft-ap-
h on North Korea. I war breaks out in the Korean Pen-
ila, the casualtics could he as high as one million, inchid-
2100,000 Americans

Hitian Borger, “LLS. weapans secrets exposed”, The Grndidn, Oct, 39,
0:
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Muslims were further annoyed by the outlandish argu-
ments coming out of America to try and justily Americas
overflowing compassion for the North Koreans

New Yark Times columnist William Safire argued: “‘Saddam
Hussein is a recent, serial agaressor, while totalitarian North
Korea has not launched an invasion in the past hall-century.
Moreover the potentially high human cost ol wiping out the
Korean threat should be an untorgettable lesson to every na-
tion. The world must not allow Iraq to gain the level of de-
structive power that appeasement and misplaced trust per-
mitted North Korea to achieve.”

| should thus venture to ask: Might this then encourage
roguie states 1o build nuclear programmes precipitously toes-
cape the dragnet? The factof the matter is North Korea does
not have oil or Israel as a neighbour

As they prepared to invade lrag, the U S and Britain
hyped up the fruits of reconstruction and democracy,
prompting Rohert Fisk of The hudependent 1o catalogue major
past promises to the Muslim we orld

. 1915 TE. Lawrence promises Arab independence
in the return for the support of such leaders as Sheril
Hussein of Mecca;

o 1944 President Roosevelt assures King [bn Saud
that U.S. will notallow the Palestinians to be
dispossessed;

o 1979-90: Presidents Carter and Reagan promise to
help rebuild Alghanistan if the mugabident expels the
Sovietarmy;

e 1991 George Rush promises an “oasis of peace” in
the Middle East in return for Arab supportin the

Cull War;
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2001 Tony Blair assures Yasser Arafat of Britam's
commitment to “viable Palestinian state”, including
Jerusalem

opagandists additionally invoked the Japanese experi-
so General Tommy Franks would have been the lragi
thur. “Contrary to what self-anointed 'realists seem to
ggesting today,” wrote John Dower, “most of the factors
contributed to the success ol nation-building in occu-
Japan would be absent in an Iraqp military defeated by
Inited States.""”

Douglas MacArthur walked into a Japan hated by the
ole of Asia for the despair it wrought. Emperor Hirohito
dorsed the conquerors and the Japanese “quickly blamed
eir own militaristc leaders for having imitated a miserable,
nnable war” They went about picking up the picces
troubling the LLS. Military Administration through-
it their seven-year rile.

Yes, Cermany and Japan, were occupicd and recon-
sted after World War Il but they were the aggressors
| was not going to attack anyone. lraq was not in a posi-
o doso even il it so desired. “Iracis no Japan,” said Saudi
eign Minister Prince Saud AlLT-
on November 3, 2002,

sal in an interview with

2002 drew to a close, international public opinion was
ed against the LS, the resistance was bigger than what
am saw. | was in London when 15 million souls poured
streets to protest the war [joined them,

Mo Dower, “Fessims From Jagin Abot Wars Altrmaihy’, Me Yok
tes, Oct, 27, 2602
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Such outpouring ol emotions compelled the ULS,
fight a relentless propaganda war. There was this leaked ply
to prosccute Saddam, his two sons Uday and Qusay, AJ
Hassan al-Majeed, known as “Chemical Ali” for his alleg
use of chemical weapons against the Kurds in northern Ira
and lzzat Ibrahim, vice chairman of Iraqs Revolutiona
Command Council "

Militarily, and this was unknown to the outside worl
the ULS was being assuaged by mounting evidence that Ira
resistance would be meek. Experts told LES. Senate foreig)
relations committee that at least hall of the [raqi rc;.:ul‘
Army was at 70 per cent or less of its authorised strengt
with some infantry units severely undermanned.'” Under th
circamstances, the conventional wisdom was Saddam would
lure the LS. into an urban warfare to pile up the Americal
body bags that numbered 300-odd in the Gull War, increa
the civilian casualties and hence earn international sympas
thy.

In the end, Saddam’s defences crumbled overnight. Unti
then, the likelihood of the American military being bogget
and hunted down in an urban warfare had exercised an
alarmed the Generals. It emerged as a source of discord be;
tween them and the Pentagon hawks, A New York Tines repo
on August 11,2003 said that the US. military and the CIA
started operating in Iraq three months before the war started

The newspaper report said: “Iragis and officials from
other Arab countries who were involved in the advance op-
cration in Iraq said American contacts with Iragi officers had

19 Do Slevin, "ULS, Seeks War Crimes Trial Data”, The Wasshinton Post
Ot 30, 2002
Loyalty of Trags elite in doubt”, The Guasdian, Sépt. 20, 2002
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anged beginning in late 2002 by Jordanian intelli-
fficers who were working with US. Special Forces
A agents.

hey said the operation was led by military’s Task Force
hat the contacts included telephone calls, ¢-mail
es, visits and in some cases the payment of substantial
money.

ﬁu efforts to court Iragi commanders, and the sub-
int dissolution of the Irai Army, oflers a partial expla-

long with the sheer brutality of the bombardment
Iraqi Army suftered—lor the light resistance that the
cing Americans often faced ”

Post-Saddam Iraq

tlran and then Syria, the war on lraq was reportedly en-
ered to turn the whole of Arab and Muslim world into a
ocracy, supposcdly, pro-Western. That's the grand vi-
1of the hawks or neo-conservatives

deed, Nine-cleven had stirred the neo-conservatives
the unilateralists in Washington. They were the “war
', those who think ousting Saddam “would precipitate a
e of democratisation throughout the Arals and Muslim
d, beginning with Iran and Syria but eventually encom-
ng Egypt, Saudi and a future Palestinian state. "™

aq was an opportunity to add the glamorous term “Doc-
" to Bush's name, as several past presidents had—Carter
rine, Reagan Doctrine, Monroe  Doctrine, and
osevelt Doctrine. The Bush Dactrine allows America to

David Remnick and Hendrik Herzhirs, Comment, "A Year Alter
The N Yorker, Sept 160, 2002
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have a go at other countries or groups il it savs that the target
s potentially dangerous in the form of pre-emptive strikes,
Many think it reeks of haughty American Imperialism and |
say they are spoton.

It reminds us of American misdecds, like CIAs covertop-
eration to overthrow the lranian Government of Prime Min-
wster D Mohamed Maossadeghin 1953 Details of the opera-
Lion are available on The New York Times website “The C1 A
Jran—Secrets of History”

A vear later, the democratically elected President of
Cuatemala suffered the same fate when he tried (o "apply;
agrarian land reform laws o idle land owned by United Frui
Company’. Opponents saw that as a move to nationalisc the
plantations. The company had powerlul hackers in Washd
ington."”

By accident, Nine-eleven too, was preceded in history b
another September 11, a military takeover in Chile in 197
that toppled the elected President Salvador Allende, and in
stalled Ceneral Augusto Pinachet. Pinochet has since bee
reviled internationally. This was not so in 1973 at least in the
eyes of the US. Pinochet and the Junta quickly “banned po:
litical parties, put Congress on indelinite recess, instituted
Press censorship, jailed opponents and cancelled elections:
A worked to polish the Junta's image at home an

as the

30
abroad.”

9 Framvan article by the Mesican writer Calus Fuentes that fivst

nmu-.ucdmﬂl'm!mm:m.\wf‘f\l,nlml‘w

30 o the Natinal Secuity Arehive welbsite: Chile and the Usied
States: Declassified Documents Relating o the military coup. Sept
11, 1973
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There were also attempts o assassipate lidel Castro and
Muammar Caddati and in 2002, a White House spokesman,
no less, said il a bullet for Saddam Flussein could do the
trick, why not?"

The Religious Factor

For all its rhetoric, America has not been pursuing a strictly
ethical forcign policy. This fallacy has not shown signs of
waning under the Bush Doctrine. And whats more is that
systematically the war on terror quickly took on graver di-
mensions, like developing into a religious clash, Overnight,
age-old conllicts involving Muslims in Kashmir, Chechnya
‘and Palestine acquired a new branding—terrorism, their
Governments bolstered by the Americans' tacit backing. In-
tellectals writing for the op-ed topimon and cditorial)
pages of the leading dailies tirelessly spotlighted the myths,
The Bush Administration was blisstully oblivious of the very
public opinion it was supposed to try o influence.
George Bush who like Tony Blair is Bible-reading, re-
frained from criticising his Christian Right backers who tore
into Islam, prompting American editorials to compare his si-
lence 1o his carlier utterances to rally support for the strike
on Afghanistan. Chairman of the US. House of Repre-
sentatives Sub-Committee on Terrorism and Homeland Se-
curity, Rep. C. Saxby Chambliss (R-Cieorgia) reportedly told
corgia state law enforcement officials that they should “just
it (the sheriff) loose and have him arrest every Muslim
that crosses the state line "

The LLS. now requires visitors from some Muslim coun-
s toregister personally with the INS. They visk detention
ind deportation if they don't do just that. Denials that this
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was racial profiling sounded feeble, The LLS. Patriot Act
gives unlimited powers 1o spy on citizens, and Arab Ameri-

cans are worried




Chapter 3

RENEWED ARAB
PARALYSIS

“Cowards can never be moral *
Mahating Gasdin

SHINGTON AND LONDON stridently ignored the
fening protests over the imminent attack on lraq. More
Ctures were issucd and troops mobilised to the Middle
teven as Hans Blix, the now retired U.N. chief weapons
pector, and colleagues had not concluded theirjob, even
he LIS, and Britain were Lwisting arms, Africans mainly,
80 secure a second LN, Resolution that would have au.

thorised war. The troop deployment was, according 1o the
in doctors, a means of avoiding war: Nobody believed
em.

The world was clamouring for hard evidence. This was

N vain. In January 2003, Tony Blair faced down scowling

fitish who asked if he realised that 2oing to war without a

second ULN. resolution would “split Britain down the mid-
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dle” " The British Prime Minister upped the ante on Saddam’s
link to terrorists. Blair stupendously aimed that a terrorist
attack on Britain was “inevitable thus justifying unilateral ag-
aression on lrag

The ¢
Saddam Hussein. The dangerously ill-delined term “radical
Telam’” was being waved in the West as big a threat as Soviet

rbellicose American thetorie further vilified

Communism was. They destroyed Soviet Communism once
Mikhail Gorbachey entertained doubts about Soviet Com-
munism's viability without reforms, doubts precipitated by
the debacle over Alghanistan. Ironically, North Korea was
coaxed, cajoled and caressed for possessing nuclear capabil-
ity. An Arab cartoonist had Kim Jong Il of North Korea cata-
likening the perilous caper

pulting a missile toward the LS.
to "Itifada—Of the Heavy Kind

Some of the questions that were troubling me endlessly
were leaping to the fore: Is the Arab Muslim World under
siewe? Are the Muslims being singled outas the new interna-

tional pariah, the world savage requiring to be tamed, emas-
culated and converted? ls democracy and human rights so
alien to Arab and Muslim societies? Was lslam not a message
of emancipation, enlightenment, empowerment and human
rights long before the European West woke up 1o these ide-
als?

Democracy is hot new to Arabs Prophet Muhammad in-
troduced the system in Medina Jong before the West
thought about human rights and empowerment. Now over-
night Muslims are the enemy? Why s0?

BRC World showed live Blairs meeting witl it Commons comnuttee
on lrag, Jan. 21, 2003
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‘Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia offered his
alysis; "We are targeted. The aim is not any country but

Islamic faith, but Islam will remain strong with the sup-
tof God and its lollowers ™

discreetly, a possible exile tor Saddam or as Tine maga-
e reported—Dby “encouraging Iragi generals o overthrow

The Arabs did work hard to avert war by eratting, not

dam and his inner circle.”

As a Muslim non-Arab observer, | watched events in the
t-Resolution 1441 with trepidation, The whole busiriess
0 gettmg a LN Resolution and sending in weapons inspec-
was to disarm Iraq, not to interfere with Iragi domestic
jirs. But the spiritof 1441 was quickly wrecked.

I asked myself then: Are the Arabs confused or are they
following Bush blindly> Preparing for war, the U.S, strutted
ibout; their self-csteem soared. They knew the Arabs would
ust fall in line. On February 15, 2003, some cight million
protest marchers poured onto the strects worldwide—3 mil-
lion in Europe, 2 millionin Spain and 1.5 million in London
/ ab Street protests were faint, heard only in Syria and Mo-
tocco. | wonder if the West would have dared invade Iraq if
the Arabs holler their protests and oppositions, and dispatch
ns of thousands of Arab volunteer peace protesters to lrac

Instead it was the peace movements of the West who
were sending volunteers to Baghdad, 1o protest invasion and

ar. If the Arabs could get a few thousands European/Ameri-
€ans to go to Baghdad as human shields, many were con-
Vinced that the attack on Baghdad would have been recon-
sidercd. The British government was reported to have said it

2 3

“Prince Ahdullal sees no war on Iraq”, Avah Netes, fan 13, 2003
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would reconsider an attack if 1,000 British citizens were to
w0 1o Baghdad as human shields. It proves that Arab lives
have less value, Tt demonstrates how much contempt they
have for the Arabs.

This is also developing into awar ol ironies—the worlds
higgest exporter of democracy, the LS. has imposed fines
on a numberof individuals who, in a desperate and even sui-
cidal attempt Lo preventwar in Irac, tirned themselves intoa
human shield, They have now been punished along with, it
must be said, the Iragi population.

Opposition to war was not about Saddam Hussein. Itis
about the Iragi population—men, women and children No
matter how sophisticated and smart the technology, weap:
ons of war have a capacity to kill indiscriminately:

Time Furope ran a survey asking which country is the
areatest threat to world peace. Of the more than 300,000

5., 8.63 per cent Iag,

participants, 84 per cent picked the U
7.5 per cent North Korea.”

The Arabs should have exploited this and alsa the
mounting criticism on Bushs handling of the ULS. ccononmy
and Irac, and on the Security Council's ruptures over Irag
Why can't the Arabs also listen to France, Cermany, China
and Russia and get them to side the Arabs?

The Arabs were defeated in the PR batde, too, despite
being presented with opportunities We saw how the Ameri-
cans milked the ‘ordeal’ of Jessica Lynch. Sadly, the gripping
tale of Ali lsmail Abbas, the 12-year-old boy who lost both
arms and parents in a hombing on March 30, 2003, did not
produce a big impact to capture the worlds sympathy on the

The Waishougton Pst, lan. 28, 2003
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gis'sulfering. The Arabs should have capitalised on it Un

unately, the Arabs did not look into Alis welfare seriously
it took a foreigner, the Maharani of Jaipur, to sponsor his

abilitation, thus amplifying the Arabs' ndifference.

~ There was also this opinian that the Arab world should
e advantage ol the Al-lazea 1o broadcast to the Arab
orld to win support of Arab strects with the hope of chang-
g the minds of their governments

Saddam lamented that his neighbours “are more con-
erned about how an attack on Iraq would affect them do-
imestically than with Irags wellare " Tine magazine reported
that Saudi Arabia was putting together the coup-package he-
cause ‘Riyadh fears that war in Iraq could lead to chaos, civil
v ramong cthnic factions and military incursions by neigh-
bours—Turkey and Iran” Curiously, no fears were expressed
of long-t

m Al\\L’!'ICﬂﬂ, “V')ll\h or lSY'ﬂL‘Il presence on /
soil as a consequence of the invasion of Iracy.

rah

Despite all the Arab League’s comman stances, they were
not defending lraq and its people nor the lreedom and sover-
ignty of the Arab nations. It was disappointing that the
Arab Covernments behave as if they do not know there was
a massive military build-up that evenqually Saw some
300,000 forcign woops on Arab land - Across the world the
Opposition against the lraqi war was greater than the Viet-
‘mam War protests, Yet the Araly leaders bowed to American
Ppressure

The late Palestinian-born scholar, Fdward W, Said, writ
Cingin the Egyptian Al-Abram Wedkdy. “How canaregion of al-
most 300 million Arabs wait passively for the blows to fall,
Without atempting a collective roar of resistance, and a loud
Proclamation of an alternative view? Has the Arab will been
‘completely dissolved”
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Many in the world were puzzled by this Araly inaction,
mute voice and lack of desire to defend a fellow Arab coun-
ey, To surrenderwithout even a fightis the greatest shame to
any race. Indeed was the Arab will being completely dis-
solved—or is it that Arabs are choosing to look the other
way?
are trying to look the ather way; it was their governmunts.

| cannot provide an answer. [t was not the Avilw who

They scem to be perpetually manipulated by the powers-
that-be of the world. It is amazing thata region that controls
a third of the world il output and yeportedly invested hun-
dreds of billion of dollars in the West, remain faithfully sub-
servient o the LS. and its allies. Unfortunately, in spite of
the billions of il revenue, the majority ol the Arabs are poor

Their Rulers allow themselves 1o be browbeaten, partly
because of the desire of many o cling on to power by re-
atricting democracy. UNDPS A Humast Divelopment Report
a002 listed three key deficits hampering arowth in the re-
gion—made up of 22 countries in the Middle Eastand North
Africa with a population of 280 million. These are freedom
delicit, women's empowerment deficit and human capabili-
ties/knowledge deficit relative to income.

These regimes survive in part due to the support of the
West who is quite |\|‘L'pzn'c(l to compromise its status as the
paragon of democracy in return for the leverage itenjoys, to
be used to twist Arabarms. The Iraqi situation is an example
why the West had accommodated the Arab regimes

A former British top diplomat told BBCS HARDualk, that
“Arab brothers are scared of the S, they fear they will be
next’. This was confirmed by King Abdullah of Jordan ina

BBC interview after the war.
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enry Kissinger used to joke about how very dangerous
e America’s enemy, but how inevitably fatal it is to be
friend. Even it an Arab regime obliged the ULS. to
itsell, how could they ignord the threat of what in-
singly appears (o be but a thinly-veiled crusade against

Bush is a devour Christian. He wok counsel from evan-
it Tony Evans who recalls “one of the impetuses for his
sidering running lor president was biblical teaching He
at God is talking o him. Bush introduced Bible study
prayers between Cabinet meetings ¢
Ed Vulliamy wrote: “Now on the hrink of war, George
has turned the 'vision thing into an mternational cru
le. On the world stage, his faith has done two things: First,
welded a cunous alliance between gritty, hard-headed
stians and the Last Coast, moneyed, invariably intellec
Zionist movement, making Aricl Sharon’s lsracl by far
s closest ally Second, it has become a quest for unchal-
ed power”
»Washingmn is not devoid of extremists, in the form of
alot backers of the Christian Right who will not be satis-
until they can change the faces of Mecea and Medina
W liberating Irac and bringing it 1o its side, the Westantici

es the rest will meeklv toe the line, unable to stand up to
combined forces of ULS /lsracl plus, a new pro-West Iraq
will be the old “domina theory " in reverse
Against this background, commentators had high hopes
the Arab Summit in Manama in March 2003 where
di's “Charter to Reform the Arab Position” was suppased

g
h
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1o be discussed The charter rejected “external aggression
against any Arab State, guarantee sateguarding Arah legal in-
terests, achieve just Arab demands, and work carnestly to-
ward full implementation of a greater Arab frec trade zone by
the end of 2005, But Arabs went to Manama to quarrel bit-
terly. This was showcased.

Saudi Garzelte, Jan: 14,2003




Chapter 4

DESPAIRING ARABS

“There s amoral point to he made here This war was about
Iraep possessing illegal weapons of mass destruction—yet we
are using weapans ol mass destruction ourselves . Such
double standards are repellant

Praf Diwgh Rokke,

Tormer Director of Pentagon’s

Depleed Uraniunm Project

KS dissceting the Arab mind conveniently find them to
epressed conspiracy theories” This stercotyping, | dare
has tormented many an Arab soul. How could they not
conspiracies when >

The Frencly had throughout history been protective
of the Christian Maronites in Beirut. During the
French Mandate over Lebanon, a National Pact was
introduced in 1943 detailing power-sharing amony
the ethnic groups. It favoured the Christians.

The Arabs gotaraw deal when the Arab waorld was
carved outupon the breakup of the Ottoman
Empire at the end of World War Lin 191819
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Several new States were created—Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, lraq—when, as Michacl Field argued in his
ook liside the Arab World: " there was no neat
cultural and historical logic to cach ol them that
they could be easily accepted”,'

o The Arabs were given instant States and Kings as in
the case of Feisal, son of Sherill Hussein of Meccea,
and a confidante of Lawrence of Arabia during the
Arab Revolt,

o The Zionists secured the 1917 Balfour Declaration
from the British Government that promised British

‘reation of a Jewish State partly

support for the

because the British Government reportedly thought

the Jews controlled the Young Turks Movement, the

G

o Oneminute after the British ended its Mandate on
Palestine at 6p.m., Washington time on May 14,
1948, the State of lsracl was established. Ten
minutes later it was recognised by the LLS.

o By the time of the British withdrawal, some 400,000
Arabs had fled their homeland. Among the tricks

rman Government and the Russian Revolution;

used by the lews—seeret radio stations
Droadeasting reports of spreading epidemics and
alleged treachery of Arab leaders and their
collaboration with the Zionists

The fragility of the Arab States showed up rapidly. Irag
became what it was probably meant to be—a messy State,
one that "required” the endless intervention by the British
and then, the LLS.. Lebanon prospered fora few decades be-

U Michael Treld, Deside the Avab World. Harvard University Press

Cambridge, Mass., 1095
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falling apart. | hope the lasting peace Tebanon now en-
will set this small country on the road to success and
ity once again
‘After World War Il a new generation of military figures
ind politicians surfaced and they started overthrowing mon-
ies and regimes. This started in Syria in 1949, followed
gyptin 1952, Iraq and Sudan in 1958, Yemen in 1962
ibya in 1969 In duc time, the new leaders started be-

Little wonder that modern analyses of the Arabs talk
out their political and economic failures. More changes
be expected. The Arabs despise their leaders The Arab
orld is a youthlul population; 38 per cent of them are un

r 14 years old " Unless they see hope and apportunities
they will be open to incitements and provocations. The
idely discussed UNDPS Arab Report produced unnerving
dings. Half of young Arabs polled want to emigratet Is this
out hatred for their Governments or an abiding love for
erything Western?

The CDP of all Arab countries combined—$531.2 bil-
n—is less than that of Spain at $595 5 billion. By 1998,
e real purchasing power parity (PPP) income of the aver-
e Arab citizen had fallen to 13.9 per cent, or anc-seventh
of that of the average OFCD citizen Unemployment runs
to double digits in most Arab countries. If unemployment
15 to be reduced 1o a manageable level by the vear 2010, a
minimum of 5 million jobs will have o be ereated every

“Democracy: [t Could Happen Here', Communtary by Stan Crock
Buesinss Wik, Dee. 23,2002

The ullreport is avalable on the LIND websie
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Who do they trn to lor help? Unless given access to o
or air bases or a significant say in the management of thy
cconomies, the West will only pay lip service. Britain's Toy
Blair was glad to host Syria's Bashar as-Assad after Syria sty
ningly voted with the rest for Security Council Resoluti
1441 on lraq. Writing in the Financial Times on the day.
Bashars visit in December 2002, Tony Blair observed:

as information technology is

“The mainauthor of
a British consultant. We are giving advice on
cconomic reform. The British Council is supporting
Syrias upiversities, Scholarships are being provided
{or Syrian students to take postgraduate courses h
(UK.} s0 they have the expertise needed to helpin
the liberalising of their country”!

Blaming the West for all its failings will continue to
convenient. It will not mask the fact that the Arab/Musli
World has no cohesive strategics. Dr. Tarig Ramadan, t
grandson of Hasan al Bana, recently asked:

“Have we a strategy? We don't, We are totally divided
because we have dictators. The reality of the lslamic
warld is dictatorships and there is no sell-criticism
[ven the people whoare subject o this repression

don't dare to speak”

The Arab/Muslim World has been unable to agree o
many things—how to handle Osama bin Laden, the Gol

 Tony Blair, Togaging with Syna to undermine Iraq”, Finawcial Thnes,

Dec 16,2002
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ar and oil as weapons. Indeed, more reasons for the ULS
slackmail them or ride roughshod over them

The inclination to disagree is virtually inherent; history
tered with examples. Efforts to rally the Muslims are not
One of the carliest calls for jilud came in 1914, made by
ultan of Turkey” against Britain, France and Russia. He
ribed them as “merciless enemies of Islam”. Some in the
-Muslim World opposed this, suspecting a Cerman
d in the jihad rhetoric.” Tony Blair's article on Syria was
ropriately entitled “Engaging with Syria to undermine
', continuing the Western tradition of splitting Muslims

Still the Arab-Muslim World hardly needs outside help
spite cach other The Palestinian Liberation Organisation
) has had to seek new bases every now and then, having
n evicted from Jordan following civil wars in 1970 and
71, and from Beirut in 1983, There was a time when the
O had its headquarters in Tunisia, a long way from Pales-
€.

Deceit and distrust grip relations in the Middle East. No-
ere else are neighbours so deeply distrustful of cach other,
“gyptsur-
vived an assassination attempt in 1995, which he blamed on
ighbour, Sudan. Iraq and Iran slaughtered each other for

ht long vears. Bahrain perpetually fears Iran. Iraq invaded

good reasons too. President Hosni Mubarak of

- But Kuwait and the other Gull nations also feared

Turkey and Iran are non-Aralw

Lawrence lames, The Rise and Fallof the Baitish Eupare, Abacus, London
1994
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Iraq, which turned around and mauled Kuwait Just whom
yau trast?

For years in the 1990s, the Arab leaders could not ¢
vene any full-scale meeting, Contlict is permanent in the
gion. Despite the UK sand LLS s strong presence in the
gion, it has not dissipated. Thus the superpowers have an
cuse to set more involved in putting the Arab world “righg
I0is the old “white man’s burden” all over again, they sigheg
LS Delense Secretary Donald Rumsield told Larry King
a December 2002 interview on CNN:You can sense un
in lran.” Incidentally, the rale of one Michael Ledeen b
been conspicuous with regards to Iran. He is American {
terprise Institute’s Freedom Chair holder and one of the fo
advisers in regular contact with White House strategist K
Rove. Ledeen and Sohrab Sobhani, an lranian America
have recently established The Codalition for Dumocracy i Ian
promote regime change. The likes of Michael Ledeen Iy
heen ralled out to prove asupposedly clandestine al-Qae
Mhe self-assuredness of the neo-conservatives

Iran link.
frightening. Ledeen argued that the Traq War was a regiol
one that must not stop at Iraq. [tshould be extended o cov
Iran, Syria and Saudi Arabia. The war advocates are relent
less in their pursuits, dodging controversies over the
ing" WMD) 1o press ahead with regime changes in Syria a
Iran. Danielle Pletka, like Ledeen from American Enterpri
Institute,” was bellicose on television when told that
moral purpose of the war had been compromised witho
the WMD to show “We found the chemical protectio

The American Enterprise Institute s a recurnng name throughout i
war on terror. When Dick Cheney chose to break alang silencean
putupaspirited display in justilying the mvasion, he spoke at the

American Press Insttute on July 24, 2003
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ar,” she said. The neo-conservatives have been winning all
the arguments since

They compelled the West o indulge i a fair it of niuck-
king and nitpicking 1o keep up the pressures on the Arab
gimes. Cheques issued in the name of Princess Flaifa al
isal, the wife of the Saudi Arabian Ambassador in Wash-
ington, dominated headlines for weeks, Teprompted The Wall
Street Journal to write a stinging editorial

“The September 11 attacks exposed the Saudi double
game forall wsee, And the entire American political
system, ineluding Congress, the media and especially
the public, is now demanding that Riyadh do more
thap it has so far to track and intercept Saudi money
gomg to [amic groups that fund werror Prince
Bandars problems isn't his wife's donations. it is
Revadhwho need o decide whose side they are on’,

Newsieek said this new “with us or against us” doctrine
ere causing anxicties among traditional allics of the US|
The Americans it seems have big plans lor the Arabs, “There
lisa great potential for Saudi Arabia to look a lot more like the
S.in 20 years," Nupswoeek, quoting a senior American offi-
al in Riyadh.

Iraq, the wrong target?

F\/luslimu. are troubled by the tone of the debate in Washing-
ton that increasingly suggests that Saudi and not Iraq should
have been the target. Critics of the White House now say
he war on terror had been derailed as a result of the invasion
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Saudi has been also been blamed for Nine-cleven and
funding of so-called terrorist organisations Filteen of the 19
suspected hijackers involved in Nine-cleven attacks were
Saudis. Some believe it was deliberate on the part of Osama
bin Laden, He had wanted to create a wedge between Saudi
and the ULS.. A congressional report had 28 pages withheld
by White House ostensibly over references to links between
the hijackers and the Saudi ruling clite Is this kind of intelli-
wence less flawed and not as dodgy as the others?

Farlier in 2002, the Americans were stung by remarks
and mutterings emanating lrom Rivadh about the need for
Washington and Riyadh to go their separate ways. Penta
won’s Defense Policy Board las been uncompromising i its
assessments of Saudi

| believe that following the mounting pressure, the
White House will be tempted to pursue regime change in Ri-
yadh too, albeit throughasubtlerapproach Perhaps that has
always been the strategy; itis always safer to secure the alter-
native oil first, thatis Iraq oil

We are thus staring at a rearranged political structure in
the Arab World. | have always wondered why despite the ex-
panding middle class in the region, the Arab World seems
cowed, The ULK-US axis had been around for decades,
why didn't they sort out the mess carlier? Are they, in part,
the cause of the mess?

The Middle East countries (for that matter their Central
Asian neighbours too) have been too casual, trusting, reck
less or simply too warlike in the foreign-diplomacy tone

Contrast Saddam Hussein's fire-breathing pronounce-
ments with the ease with which Turkey and the then Ruler of
|ibya had signed agreements 1o let the Americans use their
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ses in 1954.° The Americans lured the House of Saud
a $25 million loan and a payment of $10 million for the
of anairfield in Dharan. (By 1960, the ULS. had distrib-
$2,702 million to the Middle Fastern States.)”

The presence of US. bases had further weakened Arals
ty: Syria under Hafez Assad was hostile to King Flussein's

The lessons have not obwiously been learned. The new
ntral Asian countrics have been quick to accommodate
1S, bases. A Chicago-based biwe

ly magazine reported:

"The State Department and Pentagon have quictly
cobbled tagethera bold strategy lor American
military expansion into Central Asia, building
military facilities in Kyraystan, Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan: And staking claim toa land of deserts, vast
steppe and towering mountain ranges along the
ancient Silk Road, where no Western country has
everstationed troops betore " Iy one neat move. the
US achieved its objective of wrning the
newly-independent Muslin nations of Central Asia
into clientstates as well as extend its military
encirclement of the future threat, Chipa,”

Muammar Caddatis Revolutionary Command Council asked the
LLS 1o remove its forces from Libyas Wheelus Feld A Base when it
ousted King Idris in 1969. Turkey's ek Awr Base was one e strategic
tothe ULS as Turkey shares 360 miles of commion border with the
former Soviet Union

Lawrence James, The Riseand Fall of the Bitish Funpere, Abacus, Londan,

1994
1o

J. Eric Duskin, Permanent Installasion”, The Tne, March 29, 2002
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Middle East diplomacy is replete with missed opportuni-
ties. After World War 11, the emerging world superpower,
the ULS ., eyed both the airfields and oil ficlds in the Middle
Fast. The French, then Isracls closest ally, and Britain were
on the retreat after being bled by the war. The LLS, was pro-
moting itselfas a benign power. Arab governments, had they

been united, cohesive and far-sighted, could have secured fa-
vourable deals and structured better relationship with the
LS., instead of giving them air bases, which will eventually
be used to threaten, police and attack them.

In fact, in the 1956 Suez Crisis, President Dwiglit Fisen-
hower had intervened o foil a scheme hatched by Britain,
France and Israel to attack Egypt.

The episode and the rise of Gamal Nasser who ook
powerwith lellow Free Officers in 1952 atage 34, had stirred
Arab Nationalism right acrass the Middle Fast." Two weeks
after Nasser forced the 80,000 British troaps along the Canal
1o g0 home, " the Algerians launched an eight-year revolt to
drive out the French. Britain was holding on to Iraq. Gamal
Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal alter the World Bank,
America and Britain rencged on a promise of a $70 million
[oan for the Aswan High Dam

T
U Gamal Nasser isstillidolised i the Arab Waorld, 33 years alter his

deathy Recent Arah Street protestors were chanting his niame

The troops were stationed i Suez o protect India. By the tme Camal
Nasser came tnto power, India had pamed Independence The Canal
was the creaton ol one ol the carhest multinational companies — The
Universal Company of the Maritime Suez Canal Established in 1858,
its directors were French, Belgian, American, Russian and Venetian
The Econaniist of June 14, 2003 reviewed a new book on the canal,
Partisng the Desert: The Creation af the Suez Canal by Zachary Karabell,
Knapf
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Donald Neft writing in the July 1996 issue of Washington
yort on Middle East Affairs, said of the Suez Crisis,

“The plan was 1o ‘pretend™ lsrac! had been hit by an
Egyptian raid, and in retaliation its army would race
across the Sinai Peninsula, and acepy the East Bank
ol the Suez Canal. In response, Britain and France
would “pretend’ to stop a new Egyptian-lsrcli war,
All the while, of course, their warships and troops
would actually be avtacking Egvpt " (“This pretend’
game s still carred out by the superpowers, regardless

ol the innocent lives that the games have cost )

“Although facing presidential elections in
November, Eisenhower publicly and prvately
opposed the three countries. Using every power
shortof military lorce
compelled them o stop their naval bombardment
and invasion of Egyptand withdraw without gaining
any profit from their pretend games, Notonly did
Nassernatfall, but his prestise soated in the Arab
world as the leader who faced down the West and
lsracl "

chiscommand, Fisenhower

The British Prime Minister Anthany Lden, until then'the
challenged King of British politics” fell " Britain lost Iraq
the nationalists in 1958, Algeria gained independence
ur years later.

lewas the differences and disunity among the Arabs (hat
tinued to weaken their resolve in fighting lspacl
Inanantereiew wilh Al- At Wkl Oan 16-23 20030 Britishy
polivcian George Calloway saic the Targi war conld be Tony Blas
Suez. Tl right-wing newspaper, Th Diidy Tagrafh subsequently
aceused Calloway of accepting payments from Saddam Hissen's
regime. He bitterly cantested the allegation
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The lews were not exactly everyone's bluc-cyed hoy
when they setup home in the Middle East. Many in the West
were deeply contemptuous of the Jews who were often men-
tioned in the same breath as the Communists

By 1939, there were 800,000 Arabs in Palestine, and un-
der 200,000 lews, The Jews were driven and united. The de-
mography was quickly reversed. Another round of the Arab
Revolt erupted. At the time of the 1948 partition, the Arabs
appeared united, They went wo war but were foiled by abso-
Jete weapons. This was a reason that Nasser and friends took
power. The disdain for Isrel was a rallying cry.

The momentum collapsed in 1967 when Isracl launched

a pre-emptive strike. Egypt, Syria and Jordan were forced o

wo to war when their armies were not ready. The Egyptians
had large numbers of forces in Yemen backing the anti-
Saudi, anti-Rovalist forces."" Israclis French-equipped Air
Farce, destroyed 304 Tgyptian aircralts, 53 out of the 112
Syrian planes and all of Jordan’s 28-aircraft air force Jordan
lost the West Bank and Arab East Jerusalem; Egypt, the Sinai
Peninsula and Syria, the Golan Heights.”

I Egypt. Syriaand Irag supported socialisn Saud, Jordan and

Marocco supported the West, Algeriawas alool

Gamal Nasser olfered to resign, but The Daily Telegraph report of the
eventsaid the erowd wanted him to stay. The British newspaper said
Nasser insisted that Isracl was assisted by the U K and ULS Fgypt's
Al Abran Weekly, chronicling the Revolution later, said Nassers close
frietd, and Commander-n-chichof the Armed Forees Field Marshall
Abdel Hakim Amer was anested and reporediy had cominited
wwicrde while incustody. Anter's Childien had biterly contested the
suicide-claim, saving their father had beenposoned Nasser
Tumbered an but died ol a heaitatack in Sept 1970, aged 52, at the
end ol a 1970 summitcalled to ston the lighting in Jordan between
the Palestmians and King Hussein's forces

o
)
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1973 Anwar Sadat had gone to war with lIsracl, his
d success sulficient to boost Arab confidence. But in
Anwar Sadat made peace with the Jewish State, the
: Arab country 1o do so. Itwas a blow to the Arab League
ing to Sadats assassination two years later For that ges-
America gave Egypt a yearly grant of $2 billion," and
ts membership in the Arab League was suspended. The
e's headquarters was moved from Cairo to Tunis

e Arab humiliation, despair, anger and shame pro-
iced militants all over the Arab World. They were disill
ed and fed up with what they saw happening around
. They were completely demaoralised.

Israel was on the ascendant. It exploited all the Arab dif-
ences and disunity. Importantly, the 1967 war perma-
ently sealed the American perception of the Arab-lsracli
ict, or as Noam Chomsky put it, U.S /lsrael-Palestine
sonflict. The LIS -Isracl relations improved dramatically af-
T 1967.

Clear Thinking

The Arabs will continue 1o be outwitted by Isracl unless they
united. The 1973 oil embargo worked because they were
united. In fact, another British PM, Edward Heath, fell on his

To this day, the West is still trying to get the Arab world 1o recognise
krad They are reportedly urging Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi to
“renew, helore the elections (Jan. 28, 2003 elections in Israel], his
sweeping offer of full Arab recogpition of lsracl in exchange o ull
withdrawal [rom all wrritaries occupicd in'the 1967 war—which are
heartof the suuggle, wrote William PRl in the hitational Herald
Tribiine, "A LS road map to failure, Dec. 16, 2002
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sword after the 1973 oil embargo "1 1974, Britain concur
rently faced a nationwide coal miners strike. It lasted four
weeks. The Government brought back the three-day work-
ing week first introduced in 1972 " Heath called a general
election and was defeated. The Arabs had indeed tasted suc-

cess.

Sadly, instead of building on the successes they were
soon lighting cach other again, Senseless arms purchases en-
sued. Throughout the 19805, the Gult countries spent 15 per
cent of their GDP on arms, and billions more on financing
Iraq’s war against [ran, handing back their oil surpluses in ex-
change forweaponry that s effective only when used against
fellow Arabs. The Gull Coope
prevent the lraqi invasion of Kawait in 1990 that strength
ened the US. hand in the Middle Fast.

wtion Council was unable to

Accommodating the ULS. bases had been a grave strate-
gic error. It reduced the political leverage of the Arab-Mus-
lim World. Minus its Middle Fast air bases, the LS. would
have been compelled to seck political solutions to the Iragi
crisis

Neither has the Palestinian leadership been brilliant
strategists. ltifuda started well. Stones versus modern weap-
onty! The oppressed against the mighty oppressor! It encr-

v e by Saudi Arabin teame days after first iy prian forces had
attaickedd lsrel [romacross the Suez Canaland latey the Syrans

cronsing the Golin Heights, OPEC had smprsed aoi] gmbingo on
the U, and increased prices by 70 percentio U S westen
Furapean allies Osermight, the price of a barrel 1o these nations rose
from $3 1o $501 1. In November 1973, President Richard Nixon
extended the Davlight Saviogs Time and imposed atotal hanon the
aale of gasohine on Sundays

From the wehsite of the National Library of Wales
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the Palestinian resistance, and gained a sympathetic
audience. But the strategy soon {loundered.

Public opinion

sraehs are master propagandists. [ts media is filled with
'rs, as they put a net value to the roubles wrought by
ada on lsracl. Published were numbers like the current Al
tifada that started on September 29, 2000 unleashing
icide bombers on Isracl. Intifada wiped out 2.7 per cent
e GDPin 2001

Don't the Palestinians have better strategies? You don't
nywhere killing innocent victims. The Jews will not
nly flec lsracl.

e Palestinian biggest hope is to have an lsraeli Gov-
iment that will talk peace. Yet in every election they don't
Israelis 1o vote in the lesser of the two evils. By resort-
w"i 0 vin]emu lhﬂ hegets vmlgnu' the I’iluumans hL])’) in-

s. LLS. will continue to back Isracl [\~1(1d<:rn-day Llww
wers will be defeated in the American elections

hile strategically, they keep squandering the opportu-
, the Palestinian cause is absolutely legitimate. There is
k of international support for the cause

In a memo to New York Times columnist Thomas L. Fried-
, Nelson Mandela said: “The Palestinian-Isracli conflict
tjust an issue of military occupation and Israel is not a
intry that was established ‘normally’ and happened to oc-
PY another country in 1967. Palestinians are not strug-
fora'state’ but for freedom, liberation and equality, just
Wwe were struggling for [reedom in South Africa”

o
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“Apartheid is a crime against humanity. lsrael has de
prived millions of Palestinians of their liherty and Property
and has perpetuated a system of gross racial discrimination
and incquahity. It has systematically incarcerated and o
tured thousands of Palestinians, contrary to the rules of inter.
national law. It has in particular waged a war against a civilia
population, in particular children”

I believe the Palestinian cause is dependent on Arabs!
ability to exercise its leverage

A Return of the Oil Weapon?
Oil remains a potent weapon. When Iraq advocated this in
2002 to punish Israelis belligerence and LLS.S inertia in the!
lsracli-Palestinian conlflict, many western media reports

asked: "Will oil be a weapon in the Middle East conflict?!
They don't quite like the specire. Although another oil em-
bargo would punish producers’ economies that rely on oil
revenues, the jitters were palpable

The strategy ol holding the world hostage to one’s
plight, no matter how just and desperate, is not one that wins
triends and influences people. But Lalso happen to believe in
countries and groupings working on their collective lever-
age. When one force cancels the other, one cannot dominate
the other Stability will be preserved, and situations that will
cause cconomic devastations such as war, will be avoided.
Oil is theretore a means of conllict resolution

Oil may not be as effective an instrument of peace as it
was in 1973 Then, OPEC controlled half of the world's mar-
ket share, This may have dipped to one-third but that does
not mean an oil strategy will not bite. The cover of Fortune
ne (December 2, 2002) declared: "After Saddam—I1
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oes well, oil will llow and the global economy will pros-
If not, watch out.”

he U.S. Department of Energy announced at the be-
g of January 2003 that by Year 2025, ULS. oil imports
d account for perhaps 70 per cent of total US. domestic
. (It was 55 per cent in 2001.) As Michael Renner of
¥orldwatch Institute put it bleakly, “ULS. oil deposits are
easingly depleted, and many other non-OPEC fields are
ning to run dry. The bulk of future supplies will have to
from the Gulf region " Some 70 per cent of the world’s
n oil reserves are in the Middle East. The number of
that reserves of oil will last at current production
ompiled by Jeremy Ritkin in Hydrogen Economy, in the
where more than 60 per cent of the recoverable oil hag
y been produced, the ratio is just 10 years, as it is in
ay. In Canada, itis 8:1. In Iran, itis 53:1, in Saudi Ara-
55:1, in the United Arab Emirates 75:1. In Kuwait, it's
. But in Iraq, its 526:1. And this forthcoming war isn't
bout oil>'"”

While oil was the catalyst lor waging war, there were
her motives. Consider this: "If you look atamap, Iraq is the
t strategic country between the Levant and the Persian
wilf. 1t shares borders with Jordan, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Ku-
@it and, most of all, Saudi Arabia. If the U.S, were ta oc-
py Iraq, it would be there by right of conquest. Unlike any
her country in the region, the LLS. would not have to ne-
Otiate with an accupied lraq. It would have ample room for
ploying air power in the heart of the region More impor-
ant, it would be able to deploy a substantial ground force ca-

Robert Fisk, “This laoming war isn'tabout chemical watheads or
human rights, its about oil”, Idépendent, Jan: 18, 2003
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pable of bringing pressure to bear within a 360-degree ra.
dius, Within a matter of months, the US would become the

most powerful military force native to the region

n0

Many have written and given their views, and here are

some thoughts as to how the Arabs and Muslims can raise
their world standing and self-esteem:

Arabs must think as Arabs first, given the common
culture, language and religion. In the eyes of the
West, Gamal Nasser became a potent threat alter he
wrote the book Revalt on the Nile: Every embassy was
reported to have read the book. Nasser wanted to
unite the Arabs, translorm Arab World to be a force
to be reckoned;

Saudi should emerge as a medium-size regional
ceonomic and military power. The Arabs should
also have a common Army, develop a strong
defence industry, acommon market and a common
currency. Gamal Nasser tried but his undoing was
his devotion to command economy. Gamal was
pro-Russia and was seen as anti-American. Under
Richard Nixon, Israel and Iran became America’s
dual pillars of regional stability, lor a time acting as
watchdogs over Camal Nasser and his Arab
nationalism. Mareover, Isracl and Iran were seen as
the ultimate defence against Soviet forays into the
region;

They should not be fighting their own Arab
brathers, like in Algeria;

The War alter T Strategic Forecasting { Strattor)
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Muslim scientists should be encouraged to make
groundbreaking discoveries. Malaysia has a
committee whose aim is to produce world-class
scientists who will go on and win such awards as the
Nobel Prize. There is certainly no lack of talents in
the Arab-Muslim world. Egyptian-horn Prof
Ahmed Zewail won the Nobel Pr
the second Muslim to win the coveted prize;

¢ for Chemistry,

The Arabs must he very disciplined and acquire
knowledgae;

Learn to carn self-respect and develop steely
resolve. Hosni Mubarak was reported as saying
"Nobody can stop America from attacking lrag
Similar sentiments were expressed by King
Abdullah of Jordan. This is a defcatist attitude. They
seem to have falleninto Sharon’s trap. Sharon’s goal
"was to create in the Arabs a psychology of defear,
to beat them every time and to beat them so
decisively that they would develop the conviction
that they would never win.” The Americans belicve
they too can achieve this. Once they have defeated
Iracy, the whole Arab world would just surrender,
Muslims organisations should support the wimab in
the manner the Jews support cach other,

Bring back all investments overseas, Il they were to
invest at home, there will be forcign capital inllows
With investments, comes employment. Some huge
figures had been mentioned as to the extent of Aral
money invested in the West. One estimate had it
that Arabs have something like $650 billion in
Europe and $975 billion in the ULS, Muhammad
Omar Al-Amoudi writing in the Arab News, said if
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this was true the zakat would come to almost $60
billion. Other estimates vary. Some say the total
Arab investments abroad is $650 billion. Whatever
itis, zakat is Muslim strength. And what are the
Arabs doing enriching the Westerners who are
managing their funds abroad? The Economist observed
shrewdly: “... the image of Arabs wallowing in

wanton luxury abroad persists.”

Enlightened Arab commentators now worry about the
consequences of the "enrichment and aggrandisement” of
the Arab leadership. A long line of foreign exploiters had
taken advantage from this inherent weakness; Britain,
France, Russia to America. They will pounce again. The Ar-
abs will have to decide their fate. Their future is in their own
hands. Either they better themselves or they can leave it to
others to do it for them. The choice is theirs
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Chapter 5

BAGHDAD FELL
(AGAIN)

“The people of England have been led i Mesopotamia into.a
trap o which it will be hard v escape with dignity and
honour They ha
withhalding of information. The Baghdad communiqués are
belated, insincere, incomplere: Things have been far worse

Deen tricked into by a steady

than we have been told, our admimistration more bloody and
inefficient than the public knows. [t is a disgrace 1o our
imperial tecord, ard may soon be o intlamed forany
ordinary cure We are today not far from adisaster . How
Tong will we permit millions of pounds, thousands of
Jmperial troops, and tens of thousands of Arabs o he
sacriliced on hehalt of colomal administratars?

Lietitenane ol Thowas Edwand Latoronee fa kea

Lawrence of Arbiar), i an ariche in The Sy Tines

of London dated Adgist 22, 1920, regarding England's

occupation af anciens lands in the Middle East

[RABS have been lelt rudderless and defeated. Waorse, we
ave come across that line belore in the stupelying history of
e Arabs.

As the war advocates defend their assertions that Saddam
Hussein kept dangerous amount of biological and chemical
weapons, what did the Arab rulers do> They retreated to the
sidelines. Is there a way out of the bind for the Arabs

Normaley has not been restored since Baghdad, once a
cradle of civilisation, is once again under foreign rule al-
though this one said they would devolve power to locals
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Baghdad had once been the largest and the most civilised
city in the world. Multiple invasions precipitated its decline,
Can Baghdad ever recover? [ have absolute faith in the tenac.
ity of the people of Baghdad

History is on their side, at least on achievements of their
ancestors, Water and security are scarce in post-Saddam
Baghdad. Ancient Baghdad had free hospitals, public baths, a:
postal service, a water supply, a sewage system as well ag

banks

The most recent invaders of Baghdad behave as if the,
city popped up yesterday without institutions and traditions;
they are getting a lot of help from the looters and offenders
whao are giving Iragis and Muslims a bad name. Iraq deserves:

more respect. Under Caliph Harun Al-Rashid, Baghdad:
lorded over an lslamic empire that included North Africa,
Palestine, Syria, Iraq to beyond Persia, Afghanistan, and to
Azerbaijan and to the South of the Caspian Sea.

Baghdad is the birthplace of Abraham, father of three re-
ligions. Baghdad had a College of Translators in $33A1 es-
tahlished by Caliph Mamun. The intellectuals of the day had
churned out a wealth of knowledge by translating works in
Greek, Syria, Persian and Sanskrit into Arabic. Caliph Ma-
mun also established a Great Hall of Science with its library
and astronomical library in Baghdad

The Muslims were centuries ahead of the West. By the
time the crusaders first achieved sword contact with the Is-
lamic world, a scientist had correctly calculated the distance
from LCarth to Moon. Another, Jabir bin Hayya, had sug-
gested that if the atom could be split, it might release enough
power to destroy a city the size of Baghdad. Arab medicine
was also highly developed. To practise medicine one was re-
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quired to have knowledge of surgery, anatomy and the circu-
lation of blood. There were specialists on eye surgery, brain
tumours, epilepsy, preventive medicines and perhaps most
important of all hygiene. Arab doctors even used anesthetic.
By the time the Coalition of the Willing had finished with
Baghdad, Iraqi surgeons had o aperate without anesthetic
amid mounting civilian casualtics.

The Arab Street' is not without a history of resistance.
They had endured Western or rather Christian aggression
before. Winston Churchill, who merged three Ottoman
provinces to become lracy, had in his lifetime extolled the vir-
tues of Christian Civilisation.

In their latest military pursuit, the British had joined
forces with a few Australians in backing the Americans led by
a president who is a born-again Christian. Was the Iracy War
a clash of civilisations? Even if it was onc, the Arab leaders
preferred capitulation to defending theirsovereignty

This was the question that haunted many Arabs in the
past. Despite being a sophisticated society, they were slow 1o
respond to the Christian aggression from the West. Two or
three thousand belligerent European Christians were able o
establish a seat of Government in Jerusalem, as a precursor o
todays Israel. The crusaders had then come not 1o merely ex-
tract tribute and taxes but to impose their own civilisation
and their own brand of Christianity as opposed to Orthodox
Greek, Georgian, Armenian and Jacobite. In today’s lan-
guage, "taxes” is oil and “civilisation” is culture, religion, free-
dom and democracy.

The crusade was an invasion; it was a colonisation war by
one civilisation against another.

Imake a distinction between Arab Street and the Arab leaders
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It is the same now. The troubles in American ruled Irag
must not wickedly serve as a consolation. It will not change
the fate of the Arabs who will further their cause better by
exposing and articulating the web of lies spun by the aggres-
oS!

At the LN, Bush and Blair had blamed lraq for not com-
plying with ULN, Resolutions as if only lraq did not comply
When few people bought the argument, the reasons to de-
clare war were rapidly shifted causing greater confusion, In
the end, Blair invoked the moral issue. [f moral is a reason to
o towar, the world would have wars all the time, Whois the
arbiter to decide on the moral issues? Tony Blair?

| have always found Blairs war-mongering streak in-
credulous. By backing George Bush ferociously, he alienated
his own Labour Party and the media that would ordinarily
not be hostile to him—among them The Iudeperdent, The
Guardian and the BBC. George Bush's forcign policy carries
distinet domestic agendas. Pandering to the Jewish voters by
climinating Isracls biggest encmy ahead of an election year,
shall do Bush no harm

Draw no comfort from Blairs political troubles. It
changes nothing because Blair decides nothing. Worse, the
fall of Blair may precipitate the return of a more right-wing
Conservative Party that may actually start wars rather than
faithfully backing one as Blair did.

The lraq War was manufactured in Washington. If the
real perpetrators were not held to account, they would be
free to inflict more torment. They are the neo-conservatives
of Washington. The neo-conservatives have invaded our
collective consciousness. They appear to be the most moti-
vated and influential tribes ever to operate in Washington
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‘They are vilitied and loved in equal measure, The New Yorker
thad much fun satirising the neo-con’s Iraq link, naming a fic-
titious character Salim al-Wollowitz. They had always
wanted America to depose Saddam Hussein to start a dom-
ino of Arab democracies that they think will dramatically im-
prove Isracl’s sceurity. They suspiciously shape American
foreign policy, in upgrading the US. from a hyper-power to
an imperial power, or as some conceitedly argued, "liberal
imperialism”

That Osama is out there has helped the cause of the neo-
conservatives to rearrange the world in lsraels favour. They
could always accuse any country to be working with Osama
and al-Qaeda, thus warranting regime change.

The neo-conservatives wanted this war, but others chose
not to stand in the way, among them the Arab regimes
Prince Bandar bin Sultan insisted that if the Arabs had ap-
posed the war, their opportunity o shape post-Saddam Iraq
would be lost. Questions—What is Saudi's role in the recon-
struction of lraqp Have any of Arab leaders been invited 1o
Washington or Bush's ranch since the LS, president de-
clared the war to be over in April 20032

Yet with the exception of Syria, the Arabs facilitated the
invasion. Kuwait let the invaders use the air bases of Ali
Salem and Ahmed Al Jaber for its lighter bombers, Stealth
bombers, tank busters and Apache and Blackhawk helicop-
ters. The Americans were in Camp Doha too, Centcom and
General Tommy Franks were based in Qatar, home of Al-
Jazeera. Bahrain houses U S s 5th Fleet. United Arab Emirates
and Jordan cooperated while Egypt gave the invaders air pas-
sage and the Suez Canal. Iran opted o be neutral.
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I the Arabs had governed well and genuinely enjoyed
the support of their people, the regimes waould not have been
at the merey of the U.S.. Their frailties further weaken the
cause of the Arabs. By 2003, they had been powerless to
even entertain an oil embargo to prevent the invasion and
colonisation of Iraq. Iraq remains a colony of the LLS. (and
Britain) until the 145,000 troops leave, and they are not ina
hurry to. The presence of the troops is essential for the peace
and stability of Isracl. If democracy produces a Shia clergy
rule, will the Americans accept the outcome graciously?

History, meanwhile, is pregnant with tales of conspira-
tors ditched by occupiers doubting their loyalties and up-
rightness. | shall not be judgmental of Chalabi's intentions.
But his Iraqi National Congress did provide considerable in-
telligence to the Americans o undermine Saddam’s regime.
Tales spun by the Iragi exiles were swallowed by American
intelligence. Colin Powell has latterly said he spent four days
and nights burrowing through CIA documents before pre-
senting new evidence to the LLN. Security Council on Feb-
ruary 52003, Sleeplessness and doggedness are no prools of
truth—was it wishy-washy evidence marketed by the Iraqi
exiles that Powell quoted?

This is 2003. For decades now, many countries, poor and
tich believe colonisation will never surface its ugly head
again. We have all been proved wrong. From the pages of
history, the powerful will always remain greedy. Expansion
was one way of keeping the various forces busy and at the
same time enriching themselves

The Chalabis of the world had heen forewarned. In the
early 20th century, the US journalist John Reed warned
“Unele Sam never gives something for nothing”. He saidina
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Nor is peace in Middle Fast that Blair had committed
Bush into, any nearer. Not with the blustery of Ariel Sharon,
ot with Jewish settlers caging him to be more ruthless and
not with the escalation of violence since President Bush tried
to get Isracl and Palestine make peace, [n the final analysis,
e Iraq War presented Muslims everywhere with a devastat-
ing defeat. Arabs had to contend with Christian aggression
in the past. Now the Christian Right has ganged up with the
powerful Jewish lobby.

War in the Middle Fast is history itself. Baghdad had
‘been conquercd by the Turks, the Mongols, the British
World War | and British again in World War 11) until the
coup by the Free Officers in 1958 1o topple the monarchy,
hich was installed and propped up by the British.

Malaysia gained Independence in 1957, Over in the
Middle East then, Arab nationalism and unity rose to a cre
scendo. Similarly, the crushing defeat at the hands of the
Crusaders brought together voices demanding a concerted
response by the entire Arab world. There was this problem,
though. There was no such thing as a united Arab world in
the 11th century. Itis worse now, of course, North Africa had
split away when the Fatimids (claimed descendants from the
Prophets daughter, Fatimah) came to power and the Seljuks
had taken control of everything. They were no Arabs.

~ Baghdad remained the national centre of authority, the
home of the Caliphs. But the Turk overlord ook the title
ultan”. In the three years after the fall of Jerusalem, Bagh
dad changed hands cight times as sons of Malik Shah fought
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for supremacy. The city was as it is today in chaos. (The
American death toll after the fall of Saddam is rising).

When Caliph Umar captured Jerusalem from the Chris-
tians in the 638, he had assured the Patriach Chrisdan, lives
and property would be respected He then requested a tour
of the Christian holy site. When invited to unroll his praver
mat in the Church of Haly Seripture, he relused out of re-
spect for Christians. A treaty was signed which previously
listed the legal rights of Christians: “This peace guaranteed
the security for lives, property, churches and the crucitixes
belonging to those who displayed and honoured them
There shall be no compulsion in matters of faith "

The crusaders took a different approach. Fulcher ot
Chartres wrote: "Our squires and [ootmen can split open the
bellies of those they had just slain in order to extract from the
intestines the gold chain they had gulped down their loath-
some throats while alive.” The crusaders took possessions ol
houses and palaces as the case now where contracts largely
went to well-conpected American companics

Fulcher of Chartres went on: The ¢rusaders forced an
entry into the Al-Agsa mosque and despite the protection of
Tanscreds banaer (leader of crusaders) flying above the
building, slew everyone there, men, women and children—
among them large numbers of Imams and Muslim scholars,
 men who had left their homeland to live lives of pious se-
clusion in the holy place. The same synagogue in which Jews
sought shelter was set on fire and everyone init, were burnt
alive. It was ritual slaughter. They ordered the corpses to be
thrown outside the city because of the terrible stench, foral-
most the whole city was full of dead bodies.”

Killing was always wrong in the eyes of the Church. You
commit asin by killing and had todo penance for it Butkill-
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ing, the Pope declared during the crusading, need not be a
sin at all. Fighting for Popes causes was not only an obliga-
tion, it made you righteous and with that one idea, the cru-
saders were set in motion. Papal supremacy had always been
at the heart of crusading as American supremacy and imperi-
alism is at the heart of a new empire. Crusade was a war on
behalf ol Rome: Today it is waged on behalf of America. Blair
and John Howard are followers. The Pope's supposed
authority to unlock the gates of heaven wrned their troops
into a state of murderous trance. Today their fighting lorces
think they are unlocking gates of freedom, democracy and
globalisation even il it means using threats, bribery and
breaking international law.

09






Chapter 6

THE JEWISH STORY

“The Jewish peaple hegan their search for freedom more
than 3,000 years ago. Framthe stniggle of the Exodus, o the
miracle of the Maccabees, to the horrors of the Holocaust,
the ereation of the democratic State ol Isracl, Jews have laced
and survived many challenges . Many lewish Amencans
serving in our Armed Forces are working wnid the world of
terror and bring freedom and justice to the appressed

Geone W Bush,

on Jewish Heritage Week, 2003

LYWOOD provides some clues into the influence
led by the Jews. It helps us understand why the Road to
usalem goes through Baghdad, o fathom how the pres-
of 145,000 American troops will actually bolster Isracl,
id as Joe Klein, author of Primary Colours, wrote in the Time
zine of February 10, 2003: “A stronger lsrael is very
embedded in the rationale for war with Irag "

Roman Polanskis The Piamist (2002), unsurprisingly
ich-acclaimed, is the latest Hollywood depiction of the
ufferings” of the Jews. A new movie on the Jewish suffer-
is practically made every few years.

Strange this, the perpetual Arab-lsrael conflict has con-
ously failed to excite the Hollywood studios when it "re-
ns the prism through which the Arabs see the United
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States."! The Arabs> Well, they are the rogues, scoting,
and wicked, blood-sucking thieves, indeed a scandal
stereotyping. The Israclis are more vicious and brutal |
even the Arabs have not remembered to make a movie on

killings at the Shabila and Shatila camps of 1982.

David Lean's Lawrenceof Arabia (1962) spotlighted the
lant English colonel, TE. Lawrence, who amplified his r
in the Arab Revolt of 1917 in a book called the Seven Pillarg

Wisdom

The Arab Revolt was, now that we have the benefit
history, needless as the hig powers of the time had decided
carve out the Arab World for themselves a year carlier, Tl
Ouoman Empire was crumbling when the Arab Revol
lanned by the British, crupted. In the 1916 Skyes-Pic
Agreement, Sir Mark Sykes of Britain and Georges Picot o
France ensured perpetual Arab wrmoil by an arrogant divi:
sion of Arab land into areas where “France and Great Britai
shall have priority of right of enterprise and local loans™ ani
where the two powers “shall alone supply advisers or foreig
functionaries at the request of the Arab state or confedera
tion of Arab States”

A yearafter the Skyes-Picot Agreement came the Balfou
Declaration that was touted as a British commitment to a
lewish State in Palestine, unleashing a wave of Jewish influx

into the Arab land

The Jews managed to pull off the Balfour Declaration,
which was a brief non-binding note from James Balfour, the
loreign Secretary 1o Lord Rothschild, who promptly circu-

Shibley Telhami, "Mideast Peace?: An Arab-lsrach Pact Must Come
First”, New York Times, April 12, 2003

The agreement is readily available on the [nterner
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d the note they decided o call a Declaration. While the
are brutally masters of sound bites and propaganda, the
ntional wisdom at the time suggested that Britain had
n geopolitical interest in backing the creation of a Jew-
ate. Britain saw Isracl as bulwark against Arab national-
vand to keep its route to India open and safe. Such strata-
m did not prevent the disintegration of the British Empire

World attention on the Jewish power then shilted to the
S, where many of New York's voters are Jews. The Jewish
bby at Capitol Hill more often than not gets what they
t—including the signatures of Congressmen and Sena-
protesting the newly unveiled Road Map. Such is the
lying American love for Isracl that the enemies of the
ish State are likely to make ULS'S list of Rogue States.
[here are Jews who are no trenchant supporters of Isracl; the
s of eccentric MIT professor Noam Chomsky.

Pray tell, though, how does a nation of roughly 4 million
s (reinforced by 500,000 Russian lews after the collapse

hostile Arabs> About a people who revived an ancient lan-
age Hebrew, not spoken widely in 2,000 years, to be the
tional language ol their brand new country. A factual error
the main American newspapers when reporting on Israel
will get carrected instantly, before the second edition is
printed. Someone would surely call the newspapers. The
Jews have practically turned Washington and New York into
their dominions.

They keep delaying peace initiatives. Observe the old
trick of its Prime Ministers not willing to sit down to discuss
peace if there are seven or so clear days of non-violence, only
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for lsracl to wade into the Oceupied Territorics to commig
maore atrocitics

Dithering and procrastination have worked for lsrael,
cach time their American backers try 1o get them o sit down
and talk peace with the Palestinians, they belch out endlesg
excuses. In the meantime, they expand the Jewish Settle-
2 mil-
lion Palestinians, Ariel Sharon through various Cabinet posts

ments in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, home to

in the past two decades had been the biggest promoter of the
lewish Settlements. There is a lingering suspicion of lsraeli
ultimate goal of driving the Palestinians away, cuphemisti-
cally termed as “transfer”.

The number of Jewish Settlements, now central in the
Road Map, has risen dramatically over the past 36 years or
so. Some 376,000 Israclis live there attracted by lavish Gov-
crnment incentives and fortified by maximum security. The
presence af the Jewish Seudements had significantly eroded
the quality of lite of the Palestimians, and hrought despair
and humiliation to the Palestinians. This is deliberate to

drive home the message that the Palestinians are a defeated
people. Changes in the road system tailored to benelit the
lewish settlers, sutfocate the Palestinians. The National Geo-
graphic of October 2002 said: “Palestinians contemplating
the 25-mile journey from Ramallah to Jericho, for example,
must be prepared to spend an entire day, sometimes days, ne-
gotiating the various Isracli roadblocks and checkpoints
along the way." The recent construction of the 5-metre-wide

3

The West Bank, Fast fertsalem and the Caza Strip were necupicd by

Israck in 1967 atter he Six-Day War A tifads of Palestingans aainst

Israeli occnpation, which began in 1987 ended when the Israch
government and Yasser Aralat signed the Declaration of Principles in
Sept 1993
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1l will eventually snake for 900km along the West Bank. [t
Tand grab that will further terrorise the Palestinians. Is-
line reports: "The separation wall, which incorporates a
ork of carthworks, trenches and patrol roads, also cuts a
e string of Malestinian communitics into two, The wall

empt negotiations on the final borders of the Palestinian
te promised by 2005 under a ULS -backed peace road

Successive lsracli Governments would move mountains
o protect the settlements or to put up more. The issue of
lements crops up in all peace initiatives only to be frus-
ted by Jewish stonewalling. They would delay and foil

For example, in 1995, Aralat-Shimon Peres talk was de-
ayed over the control of Hebran, Israel was reluctant to pull
ff its troops safeguarding the 415 Jewish settlers in Central
lebron who are surrounded by 120,000 Palestinians. After
the signing ol the Wye agreement, more “hilltop” settle-
nents popped up.

Now, the Road Map is in the hands of Ariel Sharon who
d the Press in March 2002 “The Palestinians must be hit
ard and it must be very painful. We must cause them losses,
tims, so that they feel the heavy price.”

Awave ol violence quickly threatened o derail the Road
Map. The Israclis are killing Palestinians militants by firing
issiles on cars! They had also used lighter jets, and rou-
nely deployed armoured personnel carriers (APCs) and
Apache helicopters.

See Amnesty International onlime
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Observed Amnesty Intenmational: "The military operationg
we have investigated appear to be carried out not on military
purposes but instead (o harass, humiliate, intimidate and
harm the Palestinian population. Either the Isracl army s ex.
tremely ill-disciplined or has been ordered to carry out acts
which violate the laws of war.”

The Americans seem not to be unduly worried. In fact
before they invaded Irag, some 1,000 ULS. soldiers went to
were sent to a mock
xperience of using
zers to demolish and clear streets. Pentagon strategists

Israel for joint manoeuvres and other
Arab town in Negev to draw on lsracl
bullde
repeatedly watched videos of Isracl bloady military assault
on Jenin and have focused on learning lsrael tactics of blow-
ing holes in houses to facilitate house-to-house troop move-

ment,

The sufferings inflicted on Palestinians were lost on the
military planners or strategists, Said the Amiesty hiternational
report: “In every refugee camp they occupied, Isracli soldiers
lefra trail of destruction, Tanks roam over parked cars, broke
down walls and house fronts and knocked down lamp-posts
and street signs. Sometimes they rolled for no apparent rea-
son into the front of houses. Electricity, water and tele-
phones were cut for as long as the Israeli army remained in
occupation. Meanwhile, wall-piercing bullets and some-
times tank rounds were shot for no apparent reason into shop

fronts or houses.”

Herein lies the deep-rooted anger towards the Ameri-
cans, The long-suffering Arabs sce the LLS . as a conspirator.
The behaviour of a group of neo-conservative faction in
Washington had further decpened the link between the
backers of Isracl and policymakers in the heart of Washing-
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these olficials can't draw a line between LS. sirategic
1.

Protecting strategic interests of Israel has always been
e chief aims of the Likudniks such as Richard Perle. Tna
96 report "Clean Break”, Perle mapped out a plan to pro
Isracls strategic interests by reshaping the Middle East,

ests and that of lsre

@rting with a regime change in Irag. Now that the Ameri-
s are present in the Middle East in such overwhelming
jon, lsracl is deemed to be safer. Perle is one of those who
elieve the domino effect of a democratic Iraq in the Arab
Vorld would give lsracl lasting peace. They believe a demo-
tic Arab will make peace with lsracl. They believe the
ericans will see to it that no mid-size Arab power will
nerge to rival lsracli hegemany,

The hardline Jewish Institute for National Security Al-
fairs can count on the backing of Perle and Dick Cheney
Also an ally was Jay Carner, the interim chief re-constructor
of Iraq before he was replaced by Paul Bremer, a Henry
issinger's protege. Jay Garner, a friend of Rumsfeld, was a
signatory o a Jewish Institute statement that said: “lsracl has
exercised remarkable restraint in the face of lethal violence

rchestrated by the leadership of the Palestinian Authority.”

The Jewish Institute exceutive director Thomas Neu-
ann believed that the Bush Administration is the best ad-
ministration for lsrael since Harry Truman who first recog-
nised an independent lsrael. Bush apenly supported Sharon's
stance in making the removal of Yasser Arafat as a condition
‘of diplomacy. Indeed Israel gets whatever itwants, especially
American acquicscence 10 its procrastination and atrocities
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PRIZE OF WAR

“Every gun that s made, every warship launched, every
rocket fived, signifies in the Hinal sepse a theft from those
who hungerand are not fed, those who are cold and not
clathed "

Presicdent Duight 1. Evsenthotoer

April 16, 1053

PENTACON had devised a strategy of inviting punters to
make money by betting on whether or not terrorist attacks,
missile attacks, assassinations or coups would take place.
Such wager, in a strange way, will help the ULS. ward off fu-
ture shocks. Pentagon was forced to scrap this Policy Analysis
Market proposed by a Pentagon unit, called Defense Advanced
Research Projects Ayency (DARPA) following hoots of derision
from Capitol Hill

I bet punters would have been unable to decide if it is safe
to gamble on a war erupting every 10 years or so—Korea,
Vietnam, Gull War and now Iraq given the level of sell-belict
and “sensc of mission” in Washington these days,
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Researchers, punters and analysts at the Policy Analysis
Market would have undoubtedly looked at Saddam Hussein's
role in the LLS. economy—especially all those calls for a re-
peatof oil embargo and his “impudence” of changing the sac-
rosanct LLS. dollar with the emerging Furo, That 80 percent
of foreign exchange transactions are dominated in dollars
means the rest of the world will have to provide America
with goods and services in exchange for ULS. dollar.

LS imports may exceed export but it does not hurt as
the strength of LLS. dollar provides a subsidy for its pur-

chases. Furo will threaten the currency’s pre-eminence if
countries start opting for Furo reserves or trade in Euro.
Then it is Europes turn to enjoy the subsidy secured through
the strength ol its currency. Is LLS. going to roll over and let
s strategic nterests wm(‘d out?

Without exception, nations pursue their own interests;
paradoxically, America is spending $75 billion to “liberate”
the people of lraq when there are 3 million unemployed
Americans. Pentagon officials said the supposedly benign
LS. would pay for the two million or more Iraqi burcaucrats
and soldiers in the reconstruction phase (The Washington Post,
March 12,2003). In the run-up to the war, the ULS. economy
was bleeding from the mega-sized corporate scandals and
was in a real danger of a double-dip recession

Will Amert
On the contrary, it stands to gain from the war with the over-
all reconstruction costs 1o exceed $30 billion in the first three
years as estimated by the LN, For starters, the ULS. paid just
$12 billion out of the $61 billion consumed by Gulf War |—
the Gull States had to fork out $36 billion, monies that could
have earned the Arab States something like 10 KLIAs; after

-a bear the entire cost of waging war in lraq?
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shich the Arabs had to buy weapons that crippled their
conomics. The Arab regimes continued to back America
spite the rise of anti-Americanism in the Arab Street

Back in 1991, Colin Powell, the then-chairman of LLS,
int Chicls of Staff, favoured “overwhelming force” that re-
ired considerably more troops than what LS. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, a former CEO, envisaged under
is own leancer-troop doctrine. There have been calls for re-
inforcements, including by the likes of William Cohen lor-
er Defence Secretary. Already Pentagon estimates the cost
of keeping 145,000 American troops in lraq to be at $3.9 bil-
lion a month.
Bush has long been advised that the war should be fi-
nanced by Iragi oil money. A large sum of money has been
accrued under the Oil-for-Food programme, held in trust by
LN How will they spend it2 Until the stoppage of the pro-
gramme, Russian and French firms and banks had benefited
from the scheme; which curiously needed intermediaries for
the purchase of food for Iraq. That was a scheme to ensure
the support of the two Security Council members.

Reports suggest that the cconomic beneliciaries from the
miseries of lraqis will be mostly American companies. Lots ol
contracts to rebuild roads, schools and hospials are to be
awarded. The plan as unveiled hefore the war was to repair
3,000 schools and provide supplies to 12,500 schools, Some
550 diesel generators were supposed to be installed within
60 days. Yet, the Bush Administration had set aside a pitiful
$1.7 billion for the reconstruction of Iraq which according to
ULS. Budget Director, Joshua B. Bolten would cost $7 3 bil-
lion this year.
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The rebuilding contracts, unsurprisingly, were initially
disbursed by the US, Agency for International Develop:
ment. AFP, the French wire service, reported on March 28
2003, the Americans had awarded a $4.8 million job to re-
build lracs only deep-water port to Stevedoring Services of
America. ltwas said to be one of the eightcontracts I¢ rinitial
rebuilding valued at $900 million

Severe criticisms of such decisions mean we have not
heard of any since, Halliburton was however reported to be
in the running for 2 1-month contract to reconstruct Iraqs in-
frastructure, including roads, bridges and hospitals. A denial
was issucd ostensibly to quell criticisms of cronyism. That
May Not prove too succes ul. Kellogg Brown & Root (KBR),
its subsidiary, had sccured the job of dealing with oil-well
fires in Iraq without bidding

That Halliburton has close links with the White Housce is
common knowledge. Vice President and former Defence
Secretary Dick Cheney was CEO of Halliburton for five
years till the late 1990s, when KBR “provided all the food,
water, laundry, mail and heavy equipment to the roughly
20,000 U.S. troops stationed in the Balkans .... The military
has paid KBR $3 billion." (Fortune; March 17, 2003). Along-
side his former mentor, Donald Rumsleld, Cheney was a
fierce advocate of the lraqi invasion. The Financial Times pro-
filed Cheney it its March 22/23 edition under the heading
“The figure in the White House shadows who wrged the president (o war in
Iraq". The article observed: “Just belore becoming vice presi-
dent, he [Cheney] was chief exccutive of Halliburton, the
cnergy group, returning to Washington $36m richer”

Will America be richer in post-Irag? That the Iraqi exer
cise underscores an cconomic purstiit has always been palpa-
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ble but observers have largely focused on the oil factor.
America uses up o 20 million barrels of oil a day. Bringing
prices down, perhaps to below $20 levels, will certainly help
Since 1973, recessions had lollowed oil spikes in the ULS.. Tt
is in the interest of the ULS. economy that the oil volatility is
removed from the equation

At the very least, oil spikes dampen consumer spending
which accounts for 70 per cent of LLS s GDP Gaoing by this
logic, the ULS. is understandably ¢
oil as a weapon, a prospect that Saddam Hussein would have
kept alive. Additionally, the ULS, will want lraq to pump
more than the pre-war levels of 1.8 million barrels a day. The

1 to prevent the use of

international public opinion will judge the veracity of the
American assertion that securing the oil ficlds was for the
strategic interests of Iragis. [tis beguiling that the plight of
Traqis should stir passions in Washington, but not the future
of Alghans—the first of the nations "softened” by American
forces. Unlike Afghanistan, Iragi oil can potentially at some
point in the future, weaken the ability of OPEC o influence
prices through its quota system. Irars oil reserves are second
only to Saudi Arabia, a key member of OPEC, which sets out
to keep prices within the range of $22 to $28 per barrel. For
anidea ol Irag’s strategic potential, Saudi produces 8 million
barrels a day. A new oil map is being drawn.

The oil-equation analysis was mostly correct until the
impasse at the LN, Security Council which culminated in
the ULS.-ULK, axis deciding to invade Irag minus LLN. back-
ing. Since then, the magnitude of the economic goal scems
significantly much broader and more ambitious. It is about
making Iraq the first oil economy managed and owned by
the LLS.. This has led some commentators to even wonder if
the ULS. was making a strategic business decision in snub-
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bing the LLN. Remember that Russia and France have had 3
sizeable business interest in Iragi oil. Will they be kept oug
now? "As accupying power," wrote Leon Fuerth, a former na-
tional security adviser to Al Gore, "the United States will
unilaterally assume responsibility for decisions that will de-
termine the future course of lraq’s oil and gas industries. We
become in effect a virtual member ot OPEC, and one of the
most powerful at that. So, immense military power will be
united with an equally impressive [orm of cconomic power.”

The world is unnerved by the prospect. The Ecorontist
(March 22, 2003) reterred o the suspicions that the admini-
stration will hand out the most lucrative construction pro-
jects to American companies,” Jay Garner, the retired general
briefly made chief re-constructor of lrag, heads SY Technol-
ogy, a California-based missile defence specialist. Fimancial
Times (April 4/5) said: “His company was acquired last year
for $48 million by L-3 Communications, the tenth largest
US. defence contractor. Guidance systems made by Mr.
Carner's division are used in the type of missiles in the war on
Irac.”

Analysts suggest the setting of the Iragi Governing
Council, unveiled on July 12, 2003, was a Public Relations
exercise to show that the ULS. is not amassing power and
riches, This notion has resulted in the incessant attacks the
LLS. has had to endure in lraq.

For now, the very public disagreements on the cconomic
aspects of Irag have died down. For Russian Foreign Minister
Igor lvanov had prior to this, agonised publicly that the ULS
might “freeze out Russia economically” from post-war Irac.
Lukoil of Russia has a big presence in Iraq, so were France's
TotalFinaElf and the China National Petroleum Corp.
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French companies, Alcatel, Peugeot, Renault and Schieider
Electric were all doing business in Iraq. Will this change?
America will be ecager to douse the suspicion that it was out
to colonise Iraq, but the domestic lobbies and realities may
frustrate that public relations desire.

The others are unhappy. Russia’s lgor lvanov has said his
country needed o protect its interests, Tony Blair said LLN
and notthe LLS. should take charge of the re-construction of
Iraq. This has been a key disagreement between the two
close allies. Blair's failure to nudge Bush to reconsider will fur-
ther diminish the standing ol a once popular British Prime
Minister seen to be fighting for his political life following his

rigorous support for war.

Already we hear that the American “road map” for the re-
construction of Iraq outlines that State-owned companies
will be privatised. Itis anybody's guess as to who will actually
own those big businesses. Sate-owned firms in the Middle
East happen to be giant petrochemical firms

Will Iraq and eventually the entire Middle East then be
the new sources of American wealth, thus sccuring George
Bush who grapples with a floundering cconomy, a brand new
second term? Yes, with luck Iraqis will be gainfully em-
ployed. Should peace prevail and there is lasting stability,
they will be better off. It does not obscure the fact that the
world has been misled, because the biggest heneficiaries of
post-war lraq will be the Americans. [suppase American lob-
bies would have preferred that Washington keep out LIN.
for as long as it could so that American businesses don't have
1o share the spoil. | have always argued that should American
casualties mount, they would be forced to reconsider. By
September 2003, The Washingtan Post reported that almost 10
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American combatants a day were now being officially de-
clared “wounded inaction”.

Iraq is left with one-tenth of its former riches because of
the suffocating sanctions. Two millions Iragis were visiting
Europe cach year belore the sanctions were imposed! Long
before 1991, a large number of foreigners were working in
Jraq Blair and the rest of the world are leery about having
ULS. dictates post-war Iraq. Some including Iragi opposition,
are against idea of the occupying power running the country
Rashid Khalidi of Unive
national Studies, said “Iraqi were the most avid readers in the
Arab world and should be able to rebuild their country.”

ty of Chicago’s Centre for Inter-

The Americans don't think so. They may occupy Iraq for
vears. LS. aceusers insist this is a premeditated grab, and the
Bush Administration has a case to answer. Especially given
the self-righteous posturing in the run-up to war. Bush was
rapidly replacing the motivation for the invasion with a

kinder excuse. But he would not let the weapons inspectors
finish their task. [t shows that the rhetoric about this being a
war against terrorism, a bid to disarm Iraq, and in the final
flourish, a desire to bring "freedom and prosperity”, that this
was about free nations of the world versus protector of terror,
has been plainly all propaganda. According to Dan Plesch, a
British defence analyst, the freedom and democracy talk “is a
confidence trick designed to draw Western liberals into pro-
viding legitimacy for an old-fashioned conquest.”

At the outset of the invasion, protesters in Moscow
hrought containers of oil to the residence of the ULS. Ambas-
sador and said: “Please take this oil and stop the war" | join
others in being sceptical about the intentions of Washington
and the future of lraq. In retrospect, all that mattered was the
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S. war timetable. When told that Saddam Hussein was
plying with Resolution 1441, Bush saw it as a “willful
sarade." "Why a little more time, when Saddam has had 12
ars to disarm!” he thundered. Onee they were ready for
jar, they simply ditched the UN Privately, the Bush Ad-
iistration officials are worried of the repercussions on its
age from the failure to discover any trace of weapons of
iss destruction so far "The president has made very clear
3t the reason why we are in Iraq is to find weapons of mass
sstruction,” Assistant Sccretary of State for Nonprolifera-
n, John Woll, told MSNBC News “Very clearly, we need
ind this stulf or people are going to ask questions.” Given
atthe LS, insisted vehemently that Saddam he de-fanged,
failure will manifest a doubly wicked ploy. That, they
all the while scheming, hoping to attack a toothless
g. Intriguingly, the focus has also quickly wrned o the
tentially costly contracts” of destroying the banned sub-
nees if they are indeed discovered. One company in the
ning for the contracts is of course Falliburton's KBR
Donald Rumsfeld, was initially blamed for insisting on a
M force to invade Iraq, but the 250,000-strong lorce was
ry much inferior in size to the Iragi Army, and this has
a war, as Paul Krugman putit, between the ULS. that has
ual military budget of $400 billion and Irag a nation
pends $1.4 billion on military. And, one that has been
ificantly weakened
Onquest is a natural consequence of pursuing business
ests through war, Iraqis are acutely aware that coneests
ring freedom. Some Iragis may admittedly be verri
the Saddam regime but this is a question of national

Val, The wrong assumptions that Iragis would have
€ strects to greet the invaders will return to hatnt
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Rumsleld, Cheney and others, as historians dissect their con.
victions and war strategies

Soon, the Americans will rewrn to the drawing board
knowing that Irag’s neighbours will be in perpetual stupor,
Faypt gets $3 hillion annually in LLS. aid and another $1 bil-
lion in “gifts”. Jordan gets $1 billion. Turkey was hoping to let
ULS. troops run over lraq viaits soil for a $26 billion-hounty,
| have said itand will say it again—the Arabs will have to get
out of the present morass through hard work and by being
united. Against the overpowering commercial and strategic
interests of the LS., they don't have a chance

The very first task of the ULS. Military on descending on
Iraqi shores was to protect the oil fields. The politics of oil
soon unfolded Torcing Russia and IFrance to backpedal

Will the ULS ~occupied lrag try to pump as much oil as
possible, thus shattering the sacrosanct quota system of
OPEC:

The quota is set by OPEC, which is helmed by Saudi
Arabia, to influence prices. OPEC producers would boost
production as they did before LLS. invaded lraq as they
thought the conflict might trigger “shortages and soaring
prices, that could hurt the cconomies of their best consum-
ers” ! Likewise OPEC producers would be anxious to cut
quotas to halt falling prices. Iraq has always been somewhat
of a loose cannon in the oil equation. Under Saddam it had
on oecasions called for oil embargo to hurt the ULS., which
imports 60 per cent of its ail consumption \Vm‘s&', R
wanted to trade in Furo, not the ULS. dollar,

addam

"Refiming OPECS Quotas—Facing Oversupply, Cartel 1 Weigh
Praduction Cuts”, The Washingtor Post, April 23, 2003
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The lraqi bellicose was watched with much foreboding
by the LLS. as uncertainties would push up prices and hurt
he LLS. cconomy. A §1 increase in oil prices means adding
n extra $20 million o its costs per day. A drop in prices
ould be a wonderful bonus to the ULS. cconomy.

By sharp contrast, Russia and Saudi Arabia, among oth-
ars, will be hurt by low prices. Russia's oil output might even
ip the Saudi production of 8 million barrels a day. A $1 in-
ase in oil prices put an extra $1 billion into the Russian
te budget.” Irag under normal circumstances is the world's
hih largest oil producer, with access to 112 billion of
oven oil reserves, Only

saudi has maore reserves ar 262 bil-
ion barrels. Before the war, Irag was producing about 2.5
million barrels a day, some 2 million of which were exported
inder LLN. supervision through the "oil-for-food” pro-
grammc in place since 1996, Since its inception, the pro-
mme has overseen more than $100 billion i contracts for
il exports and relief imports combined.”

With 13 million barrels of oil passing though the Persian
lf cach day, the region is of strategic interest to the LLS,
And, it continuously seeks to secure reliable sources of oil
pply. Its foreign dependence is rising, and expected to
each 70 per cent by the year 2010, The ULS s also scram-
bling for oil in West Africa and the Caspian Sea but as many
commentators had argued lraq “has become the linchpinina
LLS. strategy to secure cheap oil while breaking the clout of

David . Victor and Nadeida M Victor, "Axis of 113", Fageupn Affiers
Mar/Apr 2003

"Oil, Food and a Whaole Lovol Questions”, New Yark Times, Apr. 18,
2003

Lutz € Kleveman, The new ‘Grear Game' heing plaved out over ol
The independont, Mar. 31,2003
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The conduct of the U S, since itstarted beating the war
dums on Iraq had been predictable. Remember the “Ng
blood tor ail” bellowed by the anti-war protesters as Tony
Blair famously insisted on March 7, 2003 that "we don't
ouch it (Iraqi oil), and the U.S. doesn't touch it”

When the LLS. forces moved into Baghdad in early April
2003, they let looters terrorise the city. The Oil Ministry wag
under round-the-clock surveillance with every entrance
blocked by 50 LLS. tanks. In the early days of the invasion,
LLS. troops rushed o secure the oil fields, Washington faced'
the embarrassing revelations that oil contracts, starting with:
the fighting of oil fires, were being quickly dished out to cro-
nies

As quickly Washington denied that Halliburton would
be a major player. However, The Guardian” reported on May 8
that Halliburton has a bigger role than previously admitted!
and that it was already operating oil ficlds in the country:
through its subsidiary, KBR. A Forbes (July 21, 2003) article
reported that KBR engineering unit has a team of 50 engi-

neers working seven days a week in Iraq rebuilding its oil in-
frastructure. However, the Iraqi technocrats are taking:
charge of reconstruction, and they don't need the new tech=
nology being offered by the Americans

While it is true that it will take LLS and [raq years to)
seven million barrels a day, secured Iragi oil

pump up to sis
fields would moderate prices. Also, the ULS. and Britain, ac-
knowledging that they are occupying powers ol Irag, now
have absolute control over lrags oil revenues

Tn Mareh 2003, The Guandian reported that Cheney was sull receving
annual payments of up o $ 1 million from Halliburton, in the form of
“deferred compensation” fram his golden handshake
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Additionally, LLS. companics led by ExxonMobil would
e in the running for the privatisation of Iragi oil. Interest-
gly, the oil equation has complicated the bid by U.S -ULK.
o lift sanctions they had imposed on lraq. Russia resisted for
e weeks before giving in. After all, Russia’s Lukoil was
ven by Saddam the contract to develop the cight billion
el West Qurna oil licld. France's TotalFinaElf has an in-
st in Majnoon and Bin Umar oil fields. Who will be get-
ing these lucrative contracts?

The man acting as liaison between Paul Bremer and act-
ag oil minister, Thamir Ghadbhan, is Phillip Carrol, former
ead of Royal Dutch Shells LS. operation. Now Adviser to
q's Ministry of Oil, he told The Washisgton Post in May 2003

PEC and export as much oil as it can
Phillip Carrol had since admitted that he owns substan-
il shares in Shell. Will Irag now leave OPEC? Former Iraqi
Minister Fadhil Chalabi said indecd this would be the

se, as Iracp would need much more than the output allo-
ited to it by OPEC o revive its ruined economy,

The upshot of it all is Iraqgis will lose control of their oil

sets under the guise of privatisation, certain ta benelfit the
merican and British companies

If oil is the primary motivation, | have been asked, why
Mericans have not invaded Nigeria or something when
Africalyshare in LLS, ol import is expected to rise to 25
fcent by 20152 It is simple. American Jews are anxious
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tance to relineries on East Coast of America, compared to,
supplies from the Persian Gull. Afvican oil now provides 15
per cent of American imports
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Chapter 8

THE MEDIA BATTLE

Tying wcental wo the survival o navons and w the

ol greatenterprises, hecawse if our epemies Can cotint on the
reliabilivy of everything you say, vour vulnerability is
enopmously increased - Look atthe map ol the world
nationil boundaries have not heen drawn by peacetul men
leading hives of spintual contemplaton. Navonal boandaries
have heenestablshed by war, and navonal Caracter has
bieen shaped by struggle. mostolien blondy sirugule

Michel Ledeon

American Faterprise lostitie

INE-CLEVEN has overnight changed the tone of the de-
ate on freedom of the Press. [t has robbed the ULS. of a
werful leverage. By exposing the deep chasm between the
iberal and the right-wing Press in the ULS., Nine-eleven has
iberated the media in the poorer countries. Through their
n coverage ol the lraq War, the American Press has made
e poorly funded newspapers around the world Took supe
r | sat in many UMNO Supreme Council Press confer-
inces where reporters asked tougher questions than the
hite Hause press corps dare quiz George Bush. The Ma-
ysian Press can do with more in-depth reports because by
e time our newspapers are delivered, we have been bom-
ded with endless news nuggets. Otherwise, [say the Ma-
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laysian media should not be apologetic over their stanceg
and views

Here's why:

Rupert Murdoch and the hawks in Washington think
CNN is too liberal. Newt Gingrich, the former Speaker of
the House of Representatives, mockingly call it Clinton
News Network. Fox News espouses unabashedly pro-
American views. A Fox anchor described France as a member
of the "Axis of Weasels". After Nine-cleven, Geraldo Rivera,
Fox News war correspondent, armed himself with a pistol
and proclaimed that he would he honoured to kill Osama bin
Laden." Al Gore described Fox, owned by Murdoch’s News
Corp, as “avirtual arm of the Republican Party”

Malaysians have had precious perspectives since Nine-
cleven watching those American, British, Arabic, German
and Chinese news networks

Al-lazeera has announced plans 1o start an English news
network in 2004, Already we are inundated with new private
and Government-funded Arabic news networks. There are
30-0dd Arabic channels with Arab journalists criticising
ocial

state policies, attacking corruption and pushing for
and political change. The Arab satellite stations are dis-
trusted by Arab regimes and by members of the Iragi Gov-
erning Council. Al-Juzeera previously praised by the ULS., has
had run-ins with Arab regimes and with the American occu-
picrs in Irag, Paul Woltowitz told Fox News that Al-lazeera
was “inciting violence" and "endangering the lives of Ameri-

can troops”

ven seems to be “be fair, be

The American media credo since Nine
accurate and be American,
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Saddam was unpleasant to media critics. Flis last Infor-
mation Minister Mohamed Saced As-Sahal, according o Al-
Jazeera Baghdads burcau chiel, Wadah Khanfar, physically
assaulted Al-Lazeera reporters,

Al-Juzeera is still treated badly now that Saddam has gone.
lts offices and stafl “have been subject to strafing by gunlire,
death threats, confiscation of news material, multiple deten-
tions and arrests, all carried out by LLS. soldiers.” So said,

Wadah Khanfar

As an occupier, Washington is a media buster; as a pro-
moter of democracy it insists on freedom of the Press, In
Iran, Washington is funding media operations to promote
"freedom and democracy”. Should Iran replace the clergy-
rule with an American-friendly regime, they will come down
hard on the mediain the name of stability. | suggest that the
International Federation of Journalists and Commaonwealth
Press Union investigate charges of lack of Press freedom in
Iraq.

The Malaysian Press was previously described as “slav-
shly compliant” making the country "an illiberal democ-

cy”. | suggest that Malaysian newspapers discuss media is-

es. Explain your own ideals and convictions to your read-
crs Then they will understand your thinking better and will
lecide whether or not they should read your newspaper.
ive Malaysians space to praise or thump you. When The
ew York Times exceutive editor Howell Raines and its manag-
ng editor Gerald M. Boyd had to step down over the Jayson
Blair affair” a major debate ensucd

In the firsttwa vears of hiscarcer since jomng The New Yark Ties i
1999, he prled up 50 correcuons. While sivting i hws apartment, he
filedl stories from 20 cities. He has sinee produced a ook propasal
with ‘I really serewed up” as the starting line
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We see similar self-analysis in the British Press about
them. The BBC is funded by the British Covernment, which
redirects fees paid by television owners Lo the public broad-
caster. The Charter is to end vear 2006, The BRC prides iself
in being impartial, perpetually suspected by both the Labour
Party and the Conservatives Party of favouring the other,

The BBC has been in the news since the Traq War follow
ing a series of exposes that alarmed the British Government
including allegations that Downing Street had sexed up the
dossier on Irags Weapons of Mass Destruction The BBC is
harred (rom Zimbabwe and now covers the African country
from South Africa. The BBCSs documentary on Israels nu-
clear weapons programme drew charges of the BBC being
anti-Semitic. lsracl increasingly favours Fox News, owned by
Rupert Murdoch.

The British Government is alleged to have tried o mus-
clein on the BBC including issuing veiled threats concerning
the BBC Charter. | have been following the developments ol
the British media and politics for 40 years now: | notice that
this is a rare accasion lor the liberal and right-wing mediato
be united in opposing the Downing Strect over its attacks on
the BRC.

There is a distinct right-wing Iress in the British Media,
The Daily Teegraph and The Daily Mail, the Tatter critics sug-
aest, still thinks there is a Britsh Empire out there, Theirre
porters and columnists don't seem able to agree onanything
The liberal media has been generally against the Iraq War
and critical of the American treatment of those Afghan's un-
lawful combatants being held under harsh conditions in
Cuantanamo Bay, The American Press curiously does not
think that merits a mention
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Fox News took a hard pro-American line throughout the
War, a move that saw its ratings soared. The BBC has more
finesse and depth, with 250 correspondents.

I hope despite the end of major combat aperations in
Iraq, Malaysians will stay tuned to the events unfolding and
to follow them with an analytical mind. Study the verbal ac-
robatics being perlormed by the war advocates. Analyse
their media. This is an opportunity to grasp American policy
on the Middle Fast, the humiliation of occupation {irst suf-
fered by Palestinians, and now conccivably Iraqis too and the
[sracli hegemony in the Middle Fast. | am sure we are all de-
veloping a big appetite for knowledge

I'have beenasked: "Who are these neo-cons?” | ound the
BBC's Panarama ran in May 2003 on the subject most star-
tling. [t shows how the neo-cons so willfully run American
foreign palicy.

Their bitterest eritics say neo-cons are all Jews. Some of
the ranking neo-cons like Paul Wollowitz detest the label-
ing. Others like Richard Perle (called Prince of Darkness
over his hardline anti-Sovict stance) seems to relish the label
Perle told Panaroma that the Holocaust was a defining mo-
ment in the shaping of the American forcign policy!

Note that the neo-cons use the media effectively o ad-
vance their cause. They give endless briclings to the media
In the op-ed pages of The Washngton Post and The Wall Street
Jounnal, the neo-cons have found prized allies. These two
opinion leaders are unwavering supporters of President
Bush's foreign policy—that is the invasion of Iraq, which in
turn was influenced by the neo-cons.

Prol.

Defense Policy Board, called the fight against so-called ls-

ot

hen, yet another neo-con member of the
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lamic extremists, terrorism and rogue regimes (translated as
Islam) as the Fourth World War (the Cold War was third)
Cohen will always be given space in the op-ed pages of The
Wall Street lowrnal to defend and justify his radical ideas, and
the likes of Robert Kagan® and James Woolsey, " formerly
CIA director, will rush to back the idea in those same op-ed
pages. Woolsey wrate in The Wall Steet Jownmal in April 2003
“Victory in this world war (IV) will depend not only on ULS
skill in battle and effectiveness in rolling up terrorist cells, It
will depend on America being able o splitas many potential
adherents as possible away from its many totalitarian ene-
mies: Sunni Islamists (al-Qaceda, its fellow travellers/finan-
ciers), Shite Islamists (Tehran's mullabs, Hezbollah), and
Syria, Libya and Sudan (cach with a somewhat different
ideological cover story to justily oppression)” | find such
language deeply olfensive. We must crush such arguments
by rebutting their wicked claims. These are the ideologues
trying relentlessly to smear the Muslim World and impose
theirvalues

In case the guest writers are unable to counter their op-
ponents, the editorial writers of The Wall Strect Journal will
wade in. This was from the April 17-20, 2003 edition: “But
the majority of the American lelt, and especially its leading
media voices, remain flummoxed il not embarrassed by
Americas Iraq victory. These include most Democrats in
Congress, the editors (though not all reporters) of the New

Robert Kagan wrote the much-talked-about "Power and Weakness'
essay, He isa leading nea-con,

' Waoalsey, like Prof Elliot Cohen isa ke member of the Defense

Poliey Board
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York Tines” and its acolytes at CNN and the major networks,
and of course most academic experts.”

Is that so Writing in Foreign Affairs, Richard Lambert,
who was formerly editor of the Finuel Times, said: “In the
United States, ivis rare to come across strong opposition to
Bush’s policies in the mainstream media outside the op-ed
pages of The New York Tines."

The Nap York Times is certainly not hostile to Isracl. It once
had a policy of not sending a Jew correspondent to Tel Aviv
Thomas Fried-
man, is a supporter of the invasion of Irag. To antiwar pro-
tests of No Blood for Oil, he said: “Why Not"”. Friedman de-
scribed the setting up of the governing council as “the most
important day in its modern history.

and its lirst Jewish correspondent in lsracl

In case anyone doubted his commitment to lsiael, Fricd-
man wrote carlier: “This President Bush—Dubya—il he
keeps going in the direction he's been going, will be remem-
bered as the president who got so wrapped around the flinger
of Aricl Sharon that he indulged lsracl into thinking i really
could have itall—scttlements, prosperity, peace and democ-
racy—and in doing so helped contribute to the slow erosion

of the lewish state.

The challenge is to get the mainstream Arab views into
the American media. The late Edward Said and gang are op-
erating very much on the periphery, through obscure me-
dium like the slamOnLine and Connterprosch

The Wall Street lournal and their canservative brethrens are
unable (o fathom the rest of the worlds concern over the dis-
tinctly pro-lsracl stance of Washington. Lambert said Furo-

Nein York Tones colimnist Maureen Dowd voutinely exposes the

neascons
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peans see the Bush Administration as captive ol the lsrael
lobby and the Christian lobby

I case The Wall Street Tournal Tacks firepower, their trans-
Atlantic colleagues, opinion writers at London's The Daily
Talegraph will be asked to write for the Journal.

London's fndependent (sct up by former editorial writers of
The Daily Telegraph) and The Guardian are staunchly anti-lrag
war and had carried numerous articles exposing the neo-
con's motives, and the riches some of its leading members

had acquired

The Sunday newspaper, The Obsover, revealed on May
11,2003 that James Woolsey isa "directorofa LIS, firm aim-
ing to maké millions of dollars from ‘the war on terror’.
Woolsey is a director of private equity firm Paladin Capital
et up in the aftermath of Nine-cleven offering “substantial
promise for homeland security investment”. The lirm be-
lieves in the US. Government will in the next few years
spend $60 billion on anti-terrorism that would not have been
spent before Nine-cleven. In 2001, Paul Wollowitz assigned
Woolsey to Furape to argue the case for links between Sad-
dam Hussein and al-Qacda

In fact according to the American watchdog, the Center
for Public Integrity, nine members of the Defense Policy
Board, have ties to defence contractors that won more than
$706 billion in defence contracts in 2001 and 2002

The likes of Woasley are undeterred by the mounting
criticisms leveled against the Bush Administration’s policy on
Iraq. He appeared on BBCs HARDalk in July 2003 to deflect
some of the criticisms and maintain their anti-Saddam line.

We should take note of the bombings of Al-lazeera's of-
fices in Kabul and Baghdad, preceded by the bombing of
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Belgrade TV Station by NATO Forces. Bill Clinton and
Tony Blair had at that time, said the bombing was “in re-
sponse to a deliberate misinformation campaign being car-
ried out by Belarade TV." Now Arab journalists believe the
destruction of Al-lezeera office in Baghdad was designed to
“remove the witnesses” from the horrible war:

Al-Jazea's Tavig Ayoub, a Spanish and Regters” camera-

men all died within hours of cach other, as ULS, forces at-

tacked in quick succession the clearly-marked Al-luzer of
fice in a residential area, the office of Abu Dhabi Television
and the Palestine hotel where most foreign journalists were
based.

| saw an NBC correspondent at Pentagon suggesting that
Tariq could have been targeted by the Iragis to prevent Al-
Jazeera from reporting the death of Saddam Hussein, Given
Al-lazera’s credibility among the Arabs, the Pentagon corre-
spondent reasoned, the Arabs would believe that Saddam is
dead should Al-lizeera reportit

The Palestine Hotel was attacked by tank fire as a re
sponse to what was thought 1o be sniping coming lrom ho
tel. Yevall the journalists at the hotel did not hear any shot
coming from the hotel Many now believe the American
troops must have mistaken a camera o be a dangerous

weapaon,

Is this an American message o the journalists? [ wish to
refer readers to President Bush's speech hours befare the war
began when he pointedly advised journalists o leave Irag

On Aug 17,2003, an American tank shot dead another Renters
cameraman, Mazen Dana, while he was filining neara ULS -tun prison
an (he ontsking of Baghdad
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Were they planning to unleash a cruel attack o instill fear in
the minds of [ragis and “enemies” elsewhere?

Ominously Al-Jazeera office in Kabul was also attacked
during the Afghan campaign: These are the days of “the em-
beds" and sanitising war with The New York Tines branding this

as showing "carnage with a soft-focus lens”.

Bucking the trend was Al-Jazeera, carning itvililication by
London and Washington for practising the same Press ree-
dom they preach on others. President Bush talks about free
nations and Prime Minister Blair spins the varns about Iraqis
heing free o speak their mind. Al-luzeerd was condemned for
telling the truth.

Since they were no embeds on the Iraqi side, there was
no media images of the lraqi farces. They were invisible

Robert Keeble, a professor of journalism at Lincoln Uni-
versity, wrote that reporters “who dared 1o operate away
from the pools, were intimidated by the military and some of
their journalistic colleagues.” Peter Arett of the Gulf War
fame was sacked by NBC for speaking his mind in an inter-
view with Iraqi TV.

Someone said compelling reporters to stick with the
LIS -LLK. troops meant “killing the media by kindness " And
I say manipulating the media would leave the permanent
danger ol the world presuming that modern warlare is rela-
tively sale and clean; thus aggressors can go on and attack
other countries.

Through embedded reporters and the desire of the me-
dia 1o sanitise war, the otherwise grucsome wars are reduced
to awesome television show of tactical ingenuity and over-

1, March 31, 2003

The lisdeper
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helming firepower. [t is not about deaths and sufferings
anymore. When Al-lazeera showed civilian casualties, the s0-
alled "free nations” denounced it as "emaotive Arab propa-
nda aimed at orchestrating hostilities towards the Allies”
e Americans were watching war-entertainment on TV
nd as more lragis are slaughtered, support for war in the
LLS. grows.

At 10 deaths, more journalists died in Iraq than in any re-

ent conllicts, With the exception of David Bloom of NBC
ho died of nawral causes, the others were non-embeds.
off Haon, the British Defence Secretary, said the emhed-
ded programme was in part to protect journalists and “its also
ood for people watching”. lack Straw, his British Cabinet
ollcague, suggested that the Allied would not have won
World War 11 if 24-hour satellite television was covering the
war.
In Iraq, journalists openly said they had to take sides to
cover the war properly, but Western journalism gurus unfail-
ingly tell reporters from the Third World that their brand of
journalism is wrong. lournalism is about reporting things
that go wrong, they thundered. How wrong can the maraud-
ing troops possibly be when journalists were permanently
embedded with the ULS. military? High visibility journalists
sound suspiciously as spokesmen of the ULS. military. The
journalism manuals should now be revised to include this
qualificr: “During a crisis, rally around the flag and improve
the news!"

The White House's Office of Global Communications
that ran the media strategy made sure the American journal-
ists behave; 700 were sent in as embeds. ABCSs Ted Koppel,
embedded with the 3rd Infantry Division, when asked on
war progress, said:
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“Let’s be perfectly candid about this. We get much of oy
news either when we chat with you or when we listen ... g
the BBC on shortwave on the hour.”
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Chapter9

IMPERIAL AMERICA

“The Plan is lor the United States to rule the world. The
overt themue is unilateralisn, but i is ultmately a story of
domination. It calls for the United States 1o maintain its
overwhelming military superiority and prevent new rivals
{rom rising up to challenge ivon the world stage. leealls for

domimian over Inends and enemies alike. [t says not that the
United States must be more powerful, or most powerful, but
that it must be absolutely powerful *

Davidd Anmstrany

I think all forcigners should stop interfering in the internal
atfairs of Irag

Paul Walforeitz, while touring Anterican

acenpied Irag i luly 2003

ERICA now rules Iraq. This was emphasised by George
. Irani, of Royal Roads University (Canada). Writing in the
ebanese-based Daily Star Ouline, he proclaimed. “The Arab
League has a new unofficial member, the United States of
erica’.

The limited powers of the Iraqi Governing Council un-
erline the pecking order in Iraq, as to who actually rules the
untry. The Council can appoint diplomats but not Ambas-
dors. The Council can appoint Ministers and 25 were actu-
lly appointed subsequently, but not to defence and security
sts. Whatever they do, the ULS.-led Coalition Provincial
Authority headed by Paul Bremer, can veto them: Of the 25
members, 16 were either in exile or from Kurdish sell-rule ar-
as.
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To many observers, the Iraqi adventure exposes Amer.
icas imperialistic tendencics, a penchant which some think ig
necessary 1o keep the peace around the world. This debate
rages on. Fora debate to rage, there has to be opposing sides
and competing interests, So, we hear of such terms as “asser-
tive nationalists, "democratic imperialists’, “neo-conserva-
tves” and "neo-liberals”. | am sure the phrascology will ex.
pand

Despite what the differing bodies of opinions in the U S,
sav or do, America is already organising the world system to
suitits interests. There seems to be a unity of purpose. Con-
urees is a key strategy, a pattern pronounced
in lraq where the twin occupiers, the LIS, and Britain, have
absolute control over oil

trol over oil re

Iracpis the first project of the Bush Doctrine that author-
ises the LLS. to execute regime changes unilaterally. By com-
parison, it surpasses the arrogance level of Monroe Doctrine
that proclaimed America’s right to intervene in Latin Amer-
ica to prevent European powers from doing so

Asa hyper-power, the ULS. might have found its might to
be inadequate. For, unlike the British Empire, the US. had
been withouta direct control over other sovereign countries

Until its forces arvived in Iraq, that is. Irag under America
may well recognise Isracl, thus dramatically altering balances
in the region and further complicating the elusive Arab unity

The British historian Niall Ferguson regards the US. as
an "empire in denial”, Indeed the likes of Donald Rumsfeld
has doggedly denied that the ULS. is imperialistic. George
Monbiot, author of Poisoned Arrows and No Map's Land, said the
LLS is no longer just a nation. "It is now a religion ... they are
no longer simply killing enemies; they are casting out de-
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ons. The people who reconstructed the faces of Uday and
Qusay Hussein carelessly forgot to restore the pair of little
horns on each brow.” How the LLS. flexes its muscle from
now on and tolerate international dissent will shape events
round the world

Funnily enough, Washington Post columnist Michael Kelly
said the LLS. “seeks not to own foreign land but to make the
‘world behave better—indeed be hetter”

One assertion, about land ownership is simply wrong
America had displayed an imperialistic streak {rom carly
on—Irom 1857 when its troops were first stationed in Pan-
ama. Encouraged, the ULS. in 1898 took the Philippines but
lost 4,273 soldiers. Its other colonial wars proved to be a
brecze, In Haiti (1915-1920), 146 US . soldiers died; in Do-
minican Republic (1916-1922, 144 dead) and in Nicaragua
(1927-1932, 136 dead). In 1904 a vear alter Panama declared
its Independence, America signed a treaty with Panama that
“aranted” rights o the US. as il it were sovereign in zone
roughly 10 miles wide and 50 miles long In that the LLS,

would build a canal then administer, fortify and defend it In
1989, Bush Sr dispatched American troops to Panama to
“protect ULS. livesand property, to fullill LLS. Treaty respon
sibilities to operate and defend the Canal and assist the Pana
manian people in restoring democracy and to bring Manuel
Noricga to justice.” The ULS. did return the Canal to Panama
in 1999 while keeping the Guantdnamo Bay in Cuba where
the al-Qaeda prisoners are now being held

The other Michael Kelly contention about policing be-
haviour is ominous. It strikes at the heart of the anxicties of
the rest of the world, What worries us all is America will be-
come a permanent bully. To quote political theorist Yaron
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Ezrahi, "they project an arrogance and obsession with power
alone.”

We have witnessed displays of might. On November 3,
2002, a rocket attack ona car in Yemen liquidated six people,
suspected Lo be al-Qaeda members. According to a Reuters re-
port, Yemen authoritics would not say the cause of the car
blast but Paul Wolfowitz told CNN: “One hopes each time.
you get a success like that, not only te have gotten rid of
somebody dangerous, but to have imposed changes in their
tactics and operations.” One of the dead is said to be Qaed
Senyan al-Harthi, a suspect in the 2000 bombing of the USS
destroyer USS Code in Aden, which killed 17 ULS. sailors. Do
the Bush Doctrine and the pre-emption policy mean anyone
can be attacked anytime without the burden of proof and:
without trial?

Indeed the conduct of the leader of the imperialistic
power will be closely watched. Polly Toynbee, a columnist:
for The Guardian thought she saw a new-age Emperor when!
Bush addressed the LLN. in 2002. “There he stood, this un-
likely Emperor of the world, telling LN 190 nations how:
itis going to be," she observed !

Even it Bush is not imperialistic, he is surrounded by a ca-
bal devoted to coercive democratisation in pushing for de-
mocracy in the Middle Fast. While this is patronising, the at-
titude is unlikely to change because the ULS. is getting
mightier.

“The new Rome meets the new barbarians,” said the
March 23, 2002 issue of the The Economist by way of introduc-
ing a piece by Joseph Nye, Dean of Harvard University's
John F Kennedy of School of Government and author of The

Polly Toyribee, “The Last Emperor”, The Guardn, Sept 13, 2002
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Paradox of American Power- Why the Worlds Ouly Superpower Can't
Go It Alone.

Trouble is, America’s might is far from diminishing. It
spends more militarily than those of the next eight countries
combined. America hasa 31 per cent share of world product,
equal to the combined share of Japan, Cermany, Britain and
France. Rabid Tabbarah, director of the Center for Develop-
ment Studies and Projects in Beirut, said: “Many in the devel
oping world hate the ULS. because they leel military threat-
ened by it.” The Project for the New American Century
formed by key members ol the Bush Administration when
they were outside the Government, argued for permanent
LLS. bases in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and even a regime
change in China and increased military presence in South
East Asia.

lay Bookman ol the Atlanta-lounial Constitution has been
among those who believes LLS. will create permanent mili-
tary bases in Iraq [rom which “to dominate the Middle Fast,
including neighbouring lran.”

And America is poised to produce a much bigger popula-
tion than Europe by 2050, 550 million Americans to 360 mil-
lion reversing present trends * Europe is now more heavily
populated than America’s present total of 281 million but a
big rise in fertility rate since the 1980s will change the equa-
tion signilicantly. Unlike the population of China and India,
we are talking about half a billion affluent Americans. Cul-
turally, the American values have been embraced by the
world. The Arab Street may despise America for (lexing its
muscle but all the same the Arabs love everything American.
At best the Arabs are torn between their passion for Ameri-

2 The Eeanomist, "A Tale of Two Bellies”, Aug. 24, 2002
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can culture and their nationalistic fervour Further, the
Americans work harder than the Europeans. Americans take
anaverage of (4 days of holiday a year compared to ltaliang
(42 days), French (37) and Germans (35),

The Germans and the French opposed the war in Iraq
and have been “snubbed” for their troubles. The leaders of
Australia, Britain and Spain were rewarded with invitations
to the Bush ranch to show Washington's appreciation at their
support for the war. The French especially are still being
punished for their “indiscretion”. Less American tourists are
heading for France. America markets democracy but is not
being very democratic.

That has not stopped the Americans from arguing with
convictions about wanting to democratise the Arab World,
Funnily enough, Turkey was penalised forupholding democ-
racy. Turkey put the issue of allowing American forces pas-
sage to invade Iraq to a vote and was defeated. As a result it
was penalised. The American military forces are being
rushed to former Russian satellites. Qatar is being rewarded
and the Saudis punished. The ULS. prefers a democratic Iraq
to be secular but how could it ignore the considerable influ-
ence wielded by the Shia clerics?

There are roughly 15 million Shia Muslims in Iraq. The
seminary or hazeea in Najal is headed by four senior ayatollihs.
In 1980, Ayatollah Muhammad Baqr al-Sadr was executed in
al-Sadr City, allegedly by Saddam. Nineteen years later, an-
other al-Sadr scion, Grand Ayatollah Sadiq al-Sadr was mur-
dered with his two sons on'a road near Najal. “Shias from
Beirut to Tehran marched in the streets denouncing Sad-
dam.”* The BBC reported then that the murder sparked riot-

¥ Frank Smyth, Auerican Prospect Onlive, Mar. 25, 2002

110




WAR OF DECEPTION

ing and clashes between Government forces and Shia Mus-
lims

Now, did Saddam really kill those ayatollahs? Did he, after
being deposed, also planned the murder of Avatollah Mo-
hamed Baqiral-Hakim in a car bomb in late August 2003 that
also killed 100 others?

The Americans will have to find the answers and also
find a way to work with those ayatollahs unwilling to cooper-
ate with them, or betray the very democratic principles they
espouse. They cannot tell Iragis not to vote for unfriendly

ayatollabs, in the same manner as those ayatollabs cannot be
urging Americans against voting for the right-wingers.

Donald Rumsteld talks about democracy but had warned
from the outset that the mullabs must not come into power,

The Arabs meanwhile |1.1vn- brought the devastating de-
feat in Iraq upon themselve me are assisting LS. to re-
configure balance of power U.S. and Isracl are firmly in
driver’s seatas some Arab power sulk away or fear Arab Street
backlash.

Is the ULS. close to ditching the Saudis? It is already em.
bracing the new Iraq and a clutch of Gulf States. Emir of
Qatar was in US. Major US. base is already in Qatar.
American troops in Saudi had been moved to Qatar. Will the
House of Saud fall? Has Egypt outlived its usefulness as a ma-
jor political force in the region? And, democracy and regime
change in Syria>

In Traq, worst-case scenarios may still explode that could
further fuel anti-Americanism sentiments. The tormented
people of Iraq may twrn more strident in demanding that the
ULS. forces leave, and this uprising could be brutally met
Writing in the Financial Tines (uly 13, 2003) Douglas Hurd
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the former British Foreign Secretary wondered il Fallujah is
particularly hostile because it was a Baathist stronghold or
“hecause during two days in May, ULS. troops shot down at
least 16 people in its streets?

In any case, anti-Americanism will fester. Before the war,
Al-Quaiba Rowda, 22, a United Arab Emirates University
student who speaks fluent English, told an American journal-
ist: “It seems America always needs an enemy. Now Islam is
the enemy.™

The Americans may want to consider scll-analysis,
rather than keep on blaming others. An analysis by Barry Ru-
biby, director of the Global Research in International Affairs
Centre in an essay called “Real Roots of Arab Auti-Anericanism”
sums up the prevalent attitude of the LS

He unreservedly absolves the United States from fault
lines in Arab politics, claiming that Arab sentiments were
emboldened by the perceived softness of the US. and Arab
anti-Americanism is grounded in domestic maneuvering of
groups fanning anti-ULS. feelings to distract public atten-
tion. He said the US. has a pro-Arab policy. “Since the pro-
Shah Iranian coup of 1953, there has not been a single use of
LS. covert intervention to change a Middle East regime.
Only in Iraq has the ULS. made an attempt to overthrow a
Gavernment and so far not very effectively.”

Such views prompted Zbigniew Brzezinski, National Se-
curity Adviser in the Carter Administration, to firc a spirited
letter to the media.

'

“In Seaich for Democracy, LS s Rejected as a Gunde”, New York Times,
Sept. 24, 2002
Forewgie Affinivs, Nov/Dec 2002
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Brzezinski, putting things in perspective, said: ”.. some
supporters of the administration have been less caretul ., ar-
guing that Islamic culture in general is so hostile to the West,
and especially to democracy, that it has created a fertile soil
for terrorist hatred of America.”

“Missing from much of the public debate is discussion of
the simple fact that lurks behind every terrorist act is a spe-
cific political antecedent. That docs not justily cither the
perpetrator or his political cause. Nonetheless, the fact is
that almost all-terrorist activity originates from some politi-
cal conflict and is sustained by it as well. That is true of the
Irish Republican Army in Northern Ireland, the Basques in
Spain, the Palestinians in the West Bank and Caza, the Mus-
lims in Kashmirand so forth.” Colin Powell too had beenar-
guing that the causes of terrorism had to be found until he
was compelled (perhaps) by politics to sound hawkish,

The behaviour of Arab rulers, meanwhile, adds o the
confusion. They were glad to see the back of Saddam, and
they had been working feverishly to achieve this. They pes-
tered Bill Clinton to remove Saddam Hussein, A report re-
vealed that Saudi Arabia was prepared (o pay about $1 bil-
lion for the covert ouster of Saddant if the U S, would match
it. Saudi was prepared to pay more and in 1994 King Fahd
had told Clinton that he had "rounded up support for the
plan (ouster of Saddam) from Egypt, Jordan, Syria and cven
Iran." The Saudis balked when the ULS. counter proposed
that cach side contribute $20 million.”

Will the Middle Fast be any safer» Will an American-
ruled Iraq pacify Isracl now run hy the likes of Ariel Sharon

¢ Zhigniew Brzezinski, "Confronting Anti- American Crievances”, Niio
York Times, Sept. 12002

“The Prince,” The New Yorker, Mar. 24, 2003
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and the IDF chief of stalf Ceneral Moshe Ya'alon whao said
inians to internalise “in the deepest

their aim is to lead Pales
recesses of their consciousness that they are a defeated peo-
ple.”

New York Times's Thomas Fricdman likes us to believe that
the "progressive’” Arabs back the Americans, but Zoghy Iiter-
wational released in October 2002 showed that *87 per centof
Saudis have an unfavourable view of the United States””

At the outset | had a sense, and intriguingly so, the busi-
ness of crushing lraq was a camoulflaged ploy to destablise
Saudi Arabia. The House of Saud has enjoyed better treat-
ment from the U.S. compared to the other Muslim countries
because of the Saudi oil. In the 1980, the ULS. dared to an-
wer lsrael by selling arms to Saudi.

Some of Saudi’s policies are anomalous to the “demo-
cratic principles’ championed by the ULS. Since Nine
eleven, the ULS. has been pressing the Saudis to crackdown
on financiers of suspected terrorists: This will all change if
the ULS. is no longer beholden to Saudi oil. Saudi will sull
sell its oil but the higher output will weigh down prices.
America has already lined up alternative sources.

There had been well-publicised irritants and scowling
encounters between these two allies. There was the killing of
the 19 American servicemen in Saudi in 1996, America was
none too pleased by a shift in Saudi oil policy after oil prices
fell dramatically, down to $10 per barrel in 1998, Prices be-
gan rising in 1999 but Saudi production fell by a million bar-

Finaieil Ties, Ape 22, 2003 “lsracl is an occupierwith aduty 1o
prisect”, by Hemry Siegman, a senior fellow atthe Councl of Torergn
Relations

Nichalas Keistol, “Stop looking at the Saudis as the enemy”, Brsiness
Thues, Ot 24, 2002
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rels per day. Crown Prince Abdullah met senior American oil
exceutives in 1998 when he offered o re-open its oil sector
to toreign companies but ULS.
markedly

saudi relationship has soured

Politically, the ULS. will in the interim (until the new de-
mocracies start looking for masters and allics) be without
major Muslim allies if it ditches Saudi and Egypt, thus further
deepening the Clash of Civilisations: American interest in
the Middle Fast will be reduced to one that is academic,
weeding out vet-to-be defined terrorism and more cuddling
of Isracl.

Unsurprisingly, the LLS. seems irritated over suggestions
that it has been after Iraqi oil, but the policy has not changed
since Americans pushed hard for a stake in the nascent Arab
oil industry in 1922, All empires devour some form of raw
material

Phillip Knightley, co-author of The Secret Lives of Laprence of
Arabia, said the break-up of the Arab State was at the behest
of oil companies who "saw only too well that il concessions
and royaltics would be easier to negotiate with a series of ri-
val Arab States, lacking any sense of unity, than with a pow-
erful independent Arab State in the Middle Fast.” Knightley
said in the distribution of the spoils, Sherif Husscin of Mecea
“was offered 100,000 pound sterling a year not to make a nui-
sance of himsell”. This was to enable the Britain, France and
the Americans to divide the oil wealth among them.

Ina 1999 report, the National Security Council was un-
ambiguous in articulating U.S s continued interest in the oil
producing regions in ensuring its access to foreign oil. " In

" Nafeez Mosaddeq Abmed, The Great Deception, Thinkers Library, Kuala

Lurapur, 2002, contains alovof little-known facts on the matter of
Amercan strategic interests
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fact in October 1999, the oil-rich region of Central Asia was
reassigned by Pentagon to be under Florida-based LLS. Cen-
tral Command, which already contrals the LLS. forces in the
Persian Gulf. Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and
Uszbekistan have oil and gas reserves worth an estimated
$2.5 trillion o $3 tillion. There is now a possibility of the
Central Command being moved permanently to Qatar."!

The Democratic Government who wrote the 1999 re-
port has since been defeated. The Bush Administration un-
derstands oil politics better. Bush had in 1990 sold $848,000
worth of stock in Harken Energy two months before its value
nose-dived. [n fact, it was a subject of a Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s (SEC) investigation.

Cheney authored The ULS. Natiopal Energy Policy Report
that demanded a priority on casing LLS. access to Persian
If supplies.'* "Washington's predatory interest in Iraqi oil
is clear, whatever its political protestations about its motives
tor war,” The Ohserver said.

Oil crucially influences economic growth. A $10 rise in
the price of oil cuts more than 0.2 per cent of growth in
America and Europe. Osama bin Laden's remarks that crude
oil should sell at $144 per barrel have made the Bush Admini-
stration more jittery as anything above $30 per barrel will
dent growth. The attack on the Limburg oil tanker off Yemen
further unnerved the ULS. that forks out a lot of money to
protect the oil reserves in the Middle East.

Washingtonpost com, “UL'S. Military Sending Command Stalf to Gull”,

Sept. 11,2002

1 Ed Valliamy, Paal Websterand Nick Panton Walsh, "Scramble o
carve up Iraqi oil reserves lies behind U.S. diplomacy”, The Ohserver,
Oct 6, 2002
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America has seen an imminent threat to oil supply in the
conduct of Iraq from the outset. After [ran nationalised its oil
industry in 1953, Iraq did so in 1972 and Baghdad urged fel-
low Arabs o lollow suit. Later, Saudi and Libya nationalised
American stakes in oil companies, In April 2002, Saddam
suspended oil exports fora month o protest Israeli invasion
of the West Bank. There was talk that Iran and Libya—daily
output of 3.5 million barrels—would support the move
Then there is Venezuela, the fourth largest exporter of oil
and where President Hugo Chavez has emerged as a kingpin
in the OPEC cartel. Supplier of 17 per cent of its oil import,
the LS. must have been worried at Chavez's gung-ho ap-
proach to oil prices

America originally thought that the “reformed” Libya
and Sudan whaose cooperation in the war on terror had sur-
prised Washington, would keep the oil supply flowing A far
better option is of course o secure lragi oil, and with the ac-
quiescence ol Russia, forms a new “Oil Axis"—Russia's 5 mil
lion barrels per day and Iraq's projected capacity of 4 million
barrels could easily match Saudi's daily output of 8 million
barrels, '

That four-fifths of the worlds oil reserves are deposited
in politically unstable arcas make American quest for oil a
protracted affair

The raw material-angle is inadequate to wholly explain
the imperialistic tendencies, characterised by the invasion of
Iraq. There were other catalysts, not least the “behaviour” of
Saddam Hussein

T Nbichael T Klare, Foreign Affairs. May/June 2002
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Long before the Trag War, Martin Woollacott wrote in
The Guardian: "An Iraq war looms because a group of Ameri-
can conservatives, now very influential inside and outside
this administration, came to the conclusion years ago that
Saddam had challenged the ULS. and got away with it, and
that his victory could not be allowed to stand.”"!

1 Martin Woollacort, “Nathing and no one will stop this drift towards

war”, The Guardian, Oct, 4, 2002
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Epilogue

“This administration, whose entry strategy was based on
falsehood, with no exit strategy, has trapped our troops in
Iraq angd exposed them to greater harm "

Rep. Denis K iich

IRONICALLY, the much-vaunted reconstruction of [rag will
now largely focus on the restoration of normaley shattered
by the very invasion. The invasion has unleashed forces pre-
viously shackled. This should not have come as a surprise. As
“serial liberators”, the British and then the Americans have
been closely associated with Iraq

Key institutions of the American system—the excecutive,
business and media—have in a flash squandered their legiti-
macy to impose their will and so-called values on the rest of
the world.

So comprehensive the spin and propaganda had been,
this war business terrorised our consciousness. Day alter day
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we are being cajoled to doubt our own sanity and to recon-
sider cherished values

This mind game was fought with overwhelming lerocity
that every pronouncement, every Press conference by
Washington and London brought us discomfort. Facts and
fallacies were neatly interwoven that the biggest “collateral
damage”" has been truth and decency. Here's a catalogue:

1. Where is Saddam Hussein?

This isa man who gassed his own people, assassinated ri-
vals, tortured dissidents and who is allegedlv a potent threat
to American interests. Why then, didn't such a brutal dicta-
tor unleash the cache of chemical and biological weapons in
his possessionon the invaders®

2. Target of Opportunity

This dreadful phrase refers 1o speculative shelling of tar-
gets thought to house senior lraqi leaders, ideally, Saddam
Husscin and his two sons, The first target of opportunity-hit
occurred on the onset, after which the aggressors declared
that Saddam and others could have been killed. Another
horrendous hit came on the 20th day when the upper-mid-
dle-class Mansour neighbourhood was obliterated, smashed
by four 2,000-pound (900kg) bombs. It seems that Saddam

Iwauld deseribe “collateral damage” as a caphemiso lor kiflings and
avilian deaths invented by the Americans 1o make the war less vicious
and gory. This is commonly described as a picans to sanitise war, The
Bnestwar is litered with cuphemisms, Fmbedded reparers sound like
incarcerated jourmalists who see no ather triths hesides those
sanetioned by the invading loree. Arandhati Roy, the brilliant writer,
is woubled by this “slaughter of language”
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was cither so insouciantly having lunch in a bunker under-
neath, or top leaders were having a meeting ostensibly o
plan an attack on American interests. The aggressors appar-
ently acted on intelligence gathering. Intelligence as we
know it is largely ambiguous. The “fresh human intelli-
gence” about Saddam’s whereabouts could have been of the
same quality as the 64,000 outstanding and unassigned leads
gathered by FBIS counterterrarism division since 1995.°

3. Deceiving Resolutions

Resolution 1441 might well have been a British and ULS
trategy backed in good faith by 13 other Security Council
members who thought they were helping to avoid war
France felt good. The resolution did not have the dreaded
automatic trigeer towar, Bush made it clear war could still be
oided. We Muslims denigrated Syria for backing the Reso-
ution, but Damascus was simply stepping into those diplo-
matic mincficlds.

Americans went to the LLNL probably thinking that Sad-
dam would not let the inspectors back in after booting them
t four years previously. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
ff Ceneral Richard Myers inadvertently revealed in April
5 he bravely defended Donald Rumsteld over war tactics
that the war plan was {irmed up back in January and had
evolved for longer. The other 13 Security Council members
Were led o believe Resolution 1441 was a show of force not
0 lcad to the use of force without a Second Resolution. The
ericans were ready for war all along, Their troops were

Which was liow the Americans describied the tip-of they received

Malcolm Gladwell, “Connecting the Dats”, The New Yorker, March 1o,
2003
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rushed to the Middle East ostensibly to browheat the Iragis
into compliance as diplomats and arms inspectors tried to
avoid war

Blair promised the Second Resolution to Parliament then
squirmed, saying unreasonable threat of veto had made war
inevitable, and secking to legitimise war. Robin Cook, who
was forced to choose between his wife and mistress by Blair's
spin doctors in 1997 when he was Foreign Secretary, wrote
that he saluted Blair's elforts to seek a Second Resolution, but
said it was wrong to accuse France. Russia, Germany, and
many others too uppnscd the war.

ULN. Secretary-Ceneral Koli Annan said going to war
without the authority of the Security Council was unlawful.
lemima Khan, daughter of the late Sir James Goldsmith and
wile of Imran Khan, said she was ashamed and angry to be
British. She wrote: “Why has Blair chosen to overlook, and,
in some cases propagate the lies, misinformation and dis-
credited evidence used by the ULS. to justity the indefensible
war." Indian author Arundhati Roy, winner of the 1997
Booker Prize for The God of ﬁnm” Things, tore into manipula-
tions by the UK. and ULS. She found what she called the
“slaughter of language” absurd, and reminded everyone that
this exercise was supposed to be about defending America!'

4. Preventive, Not Pre-emptive Strike

I say when two opposing forces have been getting ready
tor war and one side fires the first salvo that is indeed a pre-
emptive strike. When the aggressor starts pounding on a tar-
get that has no intention of striking the opponent and has

Arundhati Roy, "Mesopotamia. Babylon. The Tigris and Fuplirates,”

The Guanitit, April 2, 2003
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announced to the world that it has no such intention, that isa
preventive strike, The US-UK. attack on [rag was an un
provoked strike

| believe the strike on Iraq has dangerously changed the
concept of “sell-defence —nations may just decide to attack
another on impulse, citing some vaguely perceived “futare
threats.” German had in the World War Il attacked its neigh-
bours in a preventive strike, after which the Nuremberg Trial
of 1946 ruled: “To initiate a war of agaression is not only an
international crime; it is the supreme international crime dif-
fering only from the other war crimes in that it contains
within itsell the accumulated evil of the whole.”

Should American and British military planners and politi-
cal leaders be brought to justice for all the civilian deaths for
using cluster bombs?

5. lllegal Oceupation

It is bewildering that France, Russia and Cermany plus
the LLN. Secretary-General had to talk about the recon-
struction of lraq when they opposed, sometimes, bitterly the
war. Businesses talk about contracts as the children were be-
ing killed. Morality was trampled upon

The upshot is the war was illegal and that is an unshake-
able truth. Britain argued that the authority to use force came
from the combined Resolutions 678, 687 and 1441, when
678 was the very Resolution that empowered UN, “to use all
necessary means” (the code for war) to liberate Kawait after
Iraq invaded the country. Now it is Irac, which is being in-
vaded when the language of 1441 was conlined to a dramati-
cally less potent language of “serious consequences”
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Resolution 678 was passed in 1990 while Resolution 687
was passed a year later, marking the end of the conflict. How
could you invoke that Resalution to start a new conflicty
Resolution 687 ordered Iraq to take necessary steps to make
its less dangerous, including disarmament

6. Unmasking Terrorists

The LLS. was upset some lragi combatants were not in
their uniforms when LS. Special Forces in Afghanistan and
Iraq, too, moved stealthily without their uniforms. The US,
State Department officially defines terrorism as “premedi-
wted, politically motivated violence propagated against non
combatant targets by sub-national groups or clandestine
agents,."

America’s War for Independence was waged by irregu-
lars; the British said they were terrarists who resorted to
sniping. Since 1945, the British have had o battle irregulars
in Palestine, Northern Ireland, Malaya and elsewhere, [t was
perfectly sensible for the Iraqi to stage some sort of guerrilla
warfare against a military that is replenished annually
through a budget of $400 billion. The Iragis were fighting
for their national survival

7. Chemical and Biological Weapons

Hans Blix was infamous in Washington. Head of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed Fl
Baradei was criticised for disputing Anglo-America’s unsub-
stantiated claims regarding Iraqi nuclear programme. They
alleged that centrifuges found in lraq were meant for ura-
nium enrichment purposes. They identified sites (or nspec-
tors to search but nothing came out of this. They were un-
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happy that the inspectors were unable o produce a “positive”
report. Inspectors had actually destroyed remmants of Sad-
dam’s weaponries. Saddam in fact cooperated with Blixs
team, but this was dismissed as a “willlul charade”. Foiled,
Washington went on to discredit the LN, branding it as a
senseless debating socicty.

8. New Meaning of Words

We have been taught new meaning ol words, Liberation
effectively means “invasion”. Dic-hard Saddam loyalists
mean “lraqis resisting the invasion”. Weapons of Mass De
struction are “weapons that Saddam had in large quantities
but forgot to use and the lragi Survey Group is leisurely
looking for". Free Press means “pro-American newspapers.”

9. Post-Saddam

Iraq is for the Iraqis, said Ari Fleischer. Bush said Ameri-
can troaps would not remain in the Middle Fast “for one day
longer than is necessary”. Back in 1990, his father said: "We
seck no advantage for ourselves, nor do we seck to maintain
our military forces in Saudi Arabia for one day longer than is
necessary. The son contradicts himsell by saying “LLS. in-
tends to stay in lraq as long as needed, but not one day
longer” They may remain in Iraq for years

The Governing Council consists ol exiles like Ahmad
Chalabi, head of the lraqi National Congress. Ahmad Cha-
labi who has been living outside Irag, is an American favour-
ite who was sceretly flown by the LIS military to southern
Iraqp. Blair, being more of the PR man than Bush, is worried
Chalabi may be branded a puppet. But Wolfowitz is a big fan
ol Chalabi. Richard Perle and tormer CIA director James

=
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Waoolsey, too, have cultivated Chalabi, making much aboye
his “democratic experience outside Iraq”. The new Iragj
Government in whatever form, will be faithfully pro-ULS,
Will it be coerced to recognise lsracl?

10. Coalition of the Willing
President Bush praised, rather belaedly, Australian
forces who fought alongside LS. and UK. lo

s in lraq,
The coalition of the willing looked suspiciously like a gim-
mick. The Americans could have done it alone, The Dutch
government was said to be anxious when ane of its air force
officers was whisked on to the podium for a media brieting at
Centcom HQ in Qatar. The chap was there on other busi-
ness.

The coalition included what The New York Times called
“embarrassing company”. “Uzbekistan routinely tortures de-
tainees and some have died in custody. Eritrea has ended
{reedom of the press (1 say how about the Americans?) and
restricts religious (reedom. Azerbaijan arbitrarily detains dis-
sidents and rigs elections, Significantly violations are noted
insuch other coalition member as Colombra, Dominican Re~
public, Georgia, Macedonia, Rwanda, Uganda and Ethio-
pia” Inall seven, the overall human rights situation was rated

as poor,” the newspaper said ina recent editorial

Some commentators have warned against underestimat-
ing George Bush’s intellectual prowess. After all, his rise in
politics has been miraculous. | agree. It is just that Cheney
and the other hawks are old hands. They have been deepen-
ing their arguments for decades, especially on the Middle
Fast situation: They had been key intellectual force in the
heart of Washington
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And, they are like-minded, enjoying an ideological alfin-
ity especially from the time of the tinal days of the Cold War:
On certain issues, even Colin Powell is in the same wave-
length as Cheney and company. Remember, the two of them
worked closely together during the Gull War 1, when
Cheney was Delense Secretary and Powell, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

True that President Bush calls the shots but on the Mid-
dle Fast, on lsracl in particular, he is up against some of the
higgest hitters in town. The neoscons have been in and out
of the Washington for decades. They share the same convic-
tions. They write newspaper articles, They have a certain
clout in right-wing Press. Now they have all flocked back to
Washington. They are a potent lorce. All they need to do is
to convince the president, Karl Rove and Condoleeza Rice
to come around to their viewpoints. Observed New York Times
columnist Maurcen Dowd (August 6, 2003): "When the neo
cons want something, they'll get it done, no matter what
Bush thinks.”

Bush has met Ariel Sharon cight times since becoming
president. Why so? Docs the Road Map really stand a
chance? Will the Palestinians get a fair deal they so desper-
ately needed?

The “cabal” lurks in the White House. Have they
changed their positions to suit Bush’s enthusiasm for peace?
Richard Pearle had in the 19905 urged Binyamin Netanyahua
to shred the Oslo accords and denounce the land for peace
approach. Inshort, a current key Pentagon adviser wants the
Likud Party to behave in more hawkish manner.

=
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Rumsfeld had since written a note, which according to
The Washington Post, reflects his astonishing lack af sensitivity

for the feelings of the Arabs

The note said: “There was a war (in 1967, Israel urged
neighbouring countries not to get involved .. they all
jumped in, and they lost a lot of real estate to Isracl in that
conllict. In the intervening period, they've made some settle-
ments in some parts of the so-called occupicd arca, which
was the result of awar, which they won.”

The hawks have long argued lor a sizeable presence of
LLS. troops in Arab land, They have secured this which as |
have painted outenhanced lsracls security:

Now, why did Bushsend the troops into frac | think his
reasons and that of the hawks don't exactly match, Middle
Fast did not appear on Bush's radar screen until Nine-eleven.
What will Bush do il things become horribly wrong? Whao
shall he turn to foradvice?

Did Bush have other options on Iragq? The LEN. troops
could have been mobilised as a LEN. team put in place
democratic institutions, register voters, educate them m)hlh
cally and encourage the formation of political parties.

After six months or so, the UN. should then conduct a
free and fair election, possibly escorted by a LN peace-
keeping foree. This will allow Iraqis to ¢lect the Government
of their choice. Ahmad Chalabi and other organisations
should participate in the elections, One would argue about
the fate of the Ba'ath party. [t is no different from the Com-
munist partics in the old Soviet Bloe. They too should have
faith in the clectoral process. How do you rebuild a country
when the existing institutions are demolished, when chaos
reigned, when you have planted pain and misery in peoples
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hearts? The flowering of democracy has o be driven by a
soltapproach

The route that the LS. ook was opposed by some of
America’s closest allies and neighbours, Mexico and Canada
included. [Uis rooted in part on the suspicions of the actial
mtentions of the Americans, one of which is empire build-
ing

This is a question of might is right all over again. The
LS. pretended to bow to international public opinion sim-
ply because it thought it could get its way. Once it was obvi-
ous there would be resistance, they brushed aside dissentand
breached international Taws with impunity. Others will be
punished promptly for flouting the laws

Is this the new reality we all have to live with?

September 10, 2003






The author ata Seminar Closing Address on
‘Developing a System of lslamic Financial Instrument”
in Kuala Lumpur

With Malaysian Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mahamad, during a visit to'Saudi Arabia
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With HE President of the Republic of Guinea

General Lansana Conte. (Guinea is a member
of the LN, Sccurity Council.)

With H E. General Pervez Musharral
of the Republic of Pakistan. (Pakistan supparted the war

in Afghanistan but opposed the Iraq War.)
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With HLE President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan. (Turkey did not allow
the US. to avtack Iraey from its territory, )

) & ¥ MY "
With one of the Somali warlords, Abdinur Darman,
who is likely 1o be the next President
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